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A SIMPLIFIED APPROACH TO OBTAINING 
AMATEUR RADIO LICENSE PLATES 
By Carl S. Zelich, AA4MI 
Have you gone to a hamfest and seen all those ham license plates 
and been puzzled about how to get them? I know I did and let me tell 
you I really hate to get involved with anything that involves the 
government. My xyl, Barbara, even sends our annual fruit ship- 
ment to the folks up north because I can’t stand the Post Office! 

Well, here’s the step-by-step approach to get you ham license 
plates without any hassle. A few precautions are in order however. 
the FCC no longer issues CB licenses. Ham and CB licenses plates 
previously were treated the same by the Department of Motor 
Vehicles. However, CB licensees must now apply for Personalized 
Licensed plates, often called ‘vanity plates’. DO NOT apply for 
Personalized plates. These will cost you a bundle of money. If your 
licensing office is not aware of this, ask them to refer to Directive 
84-08 from Tallahassee. This explains the new regulation. If they 
are still confused, ask THEM to call Diane Delaney, (904) 488-4127. 
She actually issues the licenses in Florida. O.K. are you ready? 
Here we go: 

Step 1. Check the expiration date of your Florida Vehicle 
Registration. If you’re about half-way through your current year, 
this is ideal. That is the time to apply. If you wait until you receive 
your normal renewal notice from Tallahassee to apply, everything 
gets VERY complicated. This is because the time between your 
current license expiring and the issuance of the ham license plates 
will be several months and you still need a license with which to 
drive during the waiting period. 

Step 2. Make a photocopy of your current Florida Vehicle 
Registration Certificate, your Amateur Radio License and your 
Florida Driver’s License BEFORE going to the tag agency. 

Step. 3. At the tag agency the first thing to do is to SMILE. This 
will open up innumerable doors to you. Then ask for form DHSMV- 
V-AR-CB for amateur radio license plates. YOU MUST USE THIS 
FORM. 

Step 4. Ask what the current registration fee is for your car. give 
the clerk the code in the box WT/LENGTH from your vehicle 
registration certificate. Write this figure down then go to your car 


or find a suitable writing surface. Do not leave. @SY TO BACK PAGE 


COMING BV EN pune 


ARRL Field Day, June 23 & 24th. 
Jacksonville Hamfest, Aug. 4 & 5th 


Tampa (H.A.R.S.) Hamfest Oct. 20th 
Miami Hamboree Feb. 2 & 3rd, 1985. 
Melbourne Hamfest, Sept. / & 7th 
Please send in your events early, Editor 
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Club station WD4IIO, Clover Leaf A.R.C. of Brooksville 
is very active by its members on most Florida Traffice 
nets. Note Conway VE3HVQ (far left) is very pleased 


the way WD4IIO gets out. He keeps in contact with 


his pals in Canada. 


SOLAR FLARE FAILS TO DAMPEN 
1984 FLORIDA QSO PARTY 
By Billy Williams, N4UF 

Despite very bad band conditions, the 1984 Florida QSO Party 
(FQSOP) produced quite a bit of activity. During the first segment, 
most h.f. communications were completely disrupted by a 90 
minute solar flare and conditions did not improve markedly during 
the remaining two segments. 

One mobile team (WA4B, NF4L, N4GBY and WD4ITK) reported 
over 200 QSOs while making a special trip through NE Florida. The 
Lehigh Acres ARC again activated Glades County and their kind- 
ness in coordinating their annual expedition there with FQSOP is 
greatly appreciated. 

While it is not possible yet to predict the number of logs which 
will be submitted by the June 5th deadline, activity seemed plen- 
tiful. This reporter split the time available between CW and SSB 
with good results from out-of-state stations being noted on both 
modes. Comments from those contacted were very positive. 1984 is 
the first year of a revitalization of the FQSOP and we hope to 
continue the upward trend in 1985. There have been some 
suggestions about a slight modification of the segment hours, 
particularly the 2000-0100 second segment and input is invited on 
this matter. The limited operating segments and rest periods 
continue to be one of the most popular features of the Florida QSO 
Party. 

The North Florida Amateur Radio Society (NOFARS( will at- 
tempt to have the results ready for July publication but deadlines 
will be tight. Please submit all logs as soon as possible. Certificates 
will be awarded to the top SSB and CW scorer in each county and 
each state. These will be custom-lettered and very attractive. 

Special thanks to Pete Nissen, W4PTT who served as Chairman 
and did a great job of administering and publicizing the FQSOP. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY FLORIDA SKIP. 


ONLY TWO MORE YEARS TO GO. 
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KEYS 


We are deeply sorry to report the passing of the following 
Florida amateurs. May they RLP. 


STLENT 


Port Salerno 


K4GZ Charles A. Louis 

WBASIR Philip L. S. Lum Sarasota 

K4ISG James R. Balmer Venice 

W4YM Louis W. Van Slyck Temple Terrace 

WE Carl A. Golden Floral City 
A4RYF Julian Arroyo Tampa 

K4YSS Paul Connolly Ft. Myers 

NZ4H John F. Noonan Lakeland 

W3UMZ_ W. J. McKnight III Cape Coral 
KA4PXT William G. Terry Miami 

MORE E X C AUL3L S 


Keep ‘em coming. Let your friends know what new call 
sign you are hiding behind. Many an old friend has been 
reunited ia this monthly column. 


K A4BJE ex KA4BJE 

5Z4DU ex KE4DA 

5Z4BF ex N4FZD 

AA4AO ex KA4OTU, N4JNP 

N4HMD ex WA3HWN, DLSQC 
SEINE, WD4GWH 

KD4BU ex : 

KF4GR ex WB2IKD, WA3SPH 


FLORIDA 2 METER REPEATER Map, 4thedition., Each 
city has its own box with frequencies listed therein. It has 
another listing along the left side. Printed, black on green 
bond, easy to read paper 11 x 17 inches. Only 25 cents each 
with your No. 10 Self Addressed Stamped Envelope (SASE) 
to: Map, Florida Skip, Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. 
PLEASE NOTE: Our box ZIP number is now 33266 — not 
33166. Post Office changed it! ! 


THE PHILIPPINES REMEMBERED 

On October 20, 1944, U.S. troops landed on Leyte island in the 
Philippines. One of the four divisions participating was the 24th 
Infantry Division. October 20, 1984 will mark the 40th anniversary 
of this historic event. In remembrance of the landing and those who 
took part, the 24th Infantry Division Association will operate a 
Special Event Station, K4TF, from Merritt Island, Florida. 

The Association will offer a special commemorative certificate 
to any amateur station making 2-way contact with K4TF during the 
24-hour GMT period of October 20th. Operations will take place 
approximately 10 kHz inside the general portion of each amateur 


band. Bands to be used will be dependent upon propagation con- | 


ditions. Certificates will also be available to short wave listeners 
who submit correct reports of reception. 

To obtain a certificate, submit a QSL card and a large (9 x 12- 
inch) SASE to K4TF, 1630 Venus Street, Merritt Island, Florida 
32953. If you don’t mind your certificate folded, a business sized 
SASE will do. 
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LETTERS 
Andy Clark, W4IYT: : , 

For years have had my call letter plates (W4EWS) and this morning went to the Citrus 
County Courthouse to pay the yearly fee and get the ’85 tag for my plate. Paid the fee of 
$25.25 for my Mercury Marquis and was then informed that this entitled me to a regular 
plate but if I wanted to keep my W4EWS Amateur Radio Tag it would cost me $10.00 more 
(Ten dollars). Talked to the manager of the department and she said that they had just 
received this word from Tallahassee that they were doing away with Amateur Radio 
plates. Asked her if she wasn’t confusing this with the so-called Vanity plates and CB 
plates — she said no that unless I wanted to pay the extra ten dollars that I would have to 
use the regular plate. sits 

There seems to be something wrong here — please look into it through your Miami of- 
fice. In meantime I still have the W4EWS plate on — am sure some mistake has been 
made as last I heard the State was deeply appreciative of ham emergency efforts, etc. ft 


Richard Lahey, W4EWS 
8677 East Daniels Road 
Floral City, FL 32636 ~ 
(EDITOR’S NOTE: Yes, It is a mistake. Don’t pay any extra money!) 
e 


Editor: 

The late Dick Spenceley (KV4AA, St. Thomas, V.I.) became the first radio amateur to 
make the Guinness Book of World Records and thus achieve his goal to finally establish a 
record entry for amateur radio. The KV4AA record comprised 203,100 QSO’s in a six year 
span. One sample year, (48,100 QSO’s in 1978) was published by Guinness. 

The records are based on the effort of one individual operator and without automatic 
aids; (i.e.: auto-keyer or tape devices). 

Since Dick became a silent key in ’82, we followed up on Dick’s file with Guinness for 
recognition of the first radio amateur entry in the Guinness Book of World Records. It 
appeared in the April 1984 updated edition. 


73, 
Howard Mehrling, W4HN 
Miami Springs, FL 
e 
LETTERS 
Dear Andy: 

I enjoy reading your FLORIDA SKIP publication but I was startled to read one of the 
letters in the May issue. In the letter, it was reported that a WD4 from Sebring complained 
at the Ft. Myers Hamfest that ARRL was poorly represented in his area and that he didn’t 
know who his county Emergency Coordinator was. 

Please allow me to inform your readers that amateur radio and the ARRL are live and 
well in Sebring and the rest of Highlands County. While there are not an overwhelming 
number of ARRL members in the area, most amateurs are aware of the organization and 
what it has to offer. 

I was appointed Emergency Coordinator for Highlands County in September 1982 and 
immediately began to organize a county-wide ARES which is sponsored by the ARRL. On 
the following month, the Highlands County Amateur Radio Club, which meets in Sebring, 
assumed local sponsorship of the Highlands County ARES. Today, there are forty two (42) 
amateurs in this ARES group from all four amateur radio clubs throughout the county. I 
assure you, recruitment was not done secretly. As a matter of fact, SEC Manny Papan- 
dreas, W4SS drove 100 miles to Sebring last year and spoke to amateurs about the ARRL 
and ARES organization and also assisted us with making laminated ARES ID cards which 
were supplied by the local Disaster Preparedness office. 

Our close association with Disaster Preparedness has already led to our com- 
munications work during the EDB disaster south of Sebring in October 1983 and work with 
the Red Cross following a tornado south of Sebring in Feburary 1983. Both stories ap- 
peared in local papers and FLORIDA SKIP. 

Furthermore, every year since 1978, the Highlands County ARC has participated in the 
ARRL Field Day and each year an article and/or pictures have appeared in local 
newspapers. A local public broadcast station even carried public announcements two 
weeks prior to the event last year to invite visitors to our operation in the heart of Sebring. 

Who is this WD4 from Sebring and where has he been? I would be happy to talk to him 
about the ARRL and ARES. There are four fine local radio clubs at his disposal and a 
variety of open two meter nets available which operate on the Lake Placid, Avon Park, 
and Disaster Preparedness repeaters. 

I regarded the letter to the editor in your May issue as a slap in the face and an em- 
barrassment to me and all the members of the Highlands County ARES. I believe it is the 
responsibility of all amateurs to join and become involved in their local radio clubs if they 
care to know about the benefits amateur radio has to offer. 

Respectfully, 

Jerry Eichhorn, WB4WDK 
EC Highlands County 

P.O. Box 993 

Lake Placid, FL 33852 


Dear Andy: 

The 24th Infantry Division Association will sponsor a Special Event Amateur Radio 
Station on October 20, 1984. This event will commemorate the 40th anniversary of the 
landing in the Philippines on October 20, 1944. Letters QSY P 23 
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POWERLINE RD. 
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COMMERCIAL BLVD. 


RATE CARD INFO. HAMBAR service of electronic equipment 
ONLY is available to all subscribers, amateurs and non-amateur at 
the rate of 5 cents per word, which includes address, call sign, etc. 
Minimum charge for any HAMBAR is $2. All commercial and non- 
subscribers rate is 10 cents per word. Minimum charge of $3 for each 
HAMBAR. No reruns. Each HAMBAR must be resubmitted each 
month. No ad will be published unless accompanied by full remit- 
tance! We require all HAMBAR ads contain the full mailing address, 
call sign and the ZIP, Area/phone number, if any. Make it EASY for 
person wanting to buy YOUR equipment. No HAMBARS via 
telephone! Commercial display, Full Page $80.25, Half Page $50.25, 
1/4 Page $35.25 and 1/8 Page $24.25, CAMERA READY. Lay-out, 
make-up, typeset fee is extra according to size of ad and typeset 
required for same. 

DEADLINE for all Hambars and ads, 8th of each month in P.O. Box 
501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. Normal mailing date 25th of each 
month. Thank you for your cooperation. Editor. 


FOR SALE: SWAN 500C with 117XC PS. All new tubes A-1 
shape $225. Herb Hofer WB4KVK, 3526 - 24th Parkway, Sarasota, 
FL. 33580 813 366-3663. 


FOR SALE: YAESU FT102 with mike, SSB filter, AM-FM mod- 
ule, SP102P (speaker phone patch) $700. Pick up only. Forrest 
Haynes K4YPO, 4417 Forest Road, West Palm Beach, FL 33406 
305 965-0419. 


SELL: COLLINS KWM2A, 516F2, 312B5, 30L1, all RD. KWM2A 
is 78 vintage with Rockwell International decal inside. All in like- 
new condition, internally/externally...A once in a lifetime find that 
you would be proud to own. Truly Bishi sell as complete 
station only $2000. Kenwood 520SE/MC50 mic, used twice, orig- 
inal cartons. $400. MFJ-102 12-24 hour digital clock $20. No 
cane: KF40E, 17316 Linda Vista Cir. Lutz, FL 33549 813 962- 
095. 


THEY SPEAK OF MY DRINKING, BUT NEVER THINK OF MY 
THIRST. -- Scottish Proverb. . W3JPT.... ~ 


E Z WAY TOWER 26 ft. down and 60 ft up. Classic 36 Mosley 
beam. Ham M rotator. Wonder post for tower, you take all down 
$1000. Don Patzsch K4EDA, 1710 Woodbine Dr., Bradenton, FL 
33511 813-689-8662. 


FOR SALE: Microcomm 3700 to 4200 MHz satellite receiver $75. 
National NCX-5 SSB transceiver $75. Both work. WANTED: Tek- 
tronix 310 or 321 scope. Also instruction manual to Hallicrafter 
HT-44 transmitter, will copy and return. Richard Marsh WA4JJO, 
7350 Buchanan St., Hollywood, FL 33024 305 961-6839 mornings. 


FOR SALE: COLLINS 75S2 receiver with speaker. New tubes and 
alignment. Mint condition $250. Coax 5 position antenna switch 
$15. Drake 1000 watt low pass filter $15. Tom Gannon WA4HHJ 
328 Cherie Ct., Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548 904 243-0404. 


$0 LD TOWER: the second day after SKIP was 
mailed. (1 had to wait 5 more days before | got my copy.) Buyer 
was from Ft. Lauderdale. SKIP is a great seller magazine. Thanks 
loads. K4OV Warner Robins, GA 31099. 

eel TE RL ae Die TS I a ee 
WANTED URGENTLY. Diagram, book or any any info on R-392 
32-band surplus receiver built by Collins. Will pay for any info. 
Call before 1 PM or write John Pendleton WD4AYT, 527 NW 100 
Terr., Miami, FL 33150 305 757-1877. 


WANTED: Retirees to check into our all Florida CW traffic 
morning net at 8:30AM to 9, daily, or any day you like on 
7068 kHz. Speeds from 13 WPM to about 20 is normal speeds. 
We will slown down TO YOUR SPEED. We need your town. 
Walt KF4U, Gator Net mgr, Winter Park, FL. 


FOR SALE: KENWOOD TS520S, mint condx, log book, verifies 
very little use $400. John Armstrong W4PKZ, 145 Springwood Dr. 
Daytona Beach, FL 32019 761-5202. 


SOUR ROOT STOCK: A neighbor dropped by and found her 


housewife counterpart watching baseball on TV. “I didn’t know 
you were a baseball fan,’ she said. ‘I’m not,’’ the other replied. 
| had to send my husband to the store and I’m the designated 


watcher.” Tks WB4YTL.... .. 

Posed SE ERED TR PS PEG A a la a ie a 
HEATH HW101 HP23B $155. Johnson Matchbox with SWR meter 
500 watts $65. Kenwood TR7400A $170. Shure 444D mic $39.00. 


Charlie Fowlkes WB4BOM, 4903-29 Ave. W., Brad F 
813 792-4049. radenton, FL 33529 


sae ee a es a ee PR 

SELL: BRAND NEW IN BOX CDR TR-44 with control head $85. 
us or pick-up. A. Clark W4IYT, 41 Le Dr. iami 

FL 33166 305 888.3874. ae OL aaah aes 


a 
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FOR SALE: TH6-DXX tri-bander beam. (New in box) $250. Ed 
Hammond KB1DG, 1322 SW 21 Way, Delray Beach, FL 33445 
305 272-1804. 


FOR SALE: SWAN SSB 250C transceiver & power supply 117XC. 
Klegg TT2 touch tone, Micronta 3 range power tester SWR power 
meter power modulation tester. Drake watt meter W-4 to sell of 
ESTATE of K3BU. Pat B. Knutti, 1902 Sherwood Forest, West 
Palm Beach, FL 33406. Call evenings 305 433-0978. 


SELL: Dentron AT3K tuner 1.8 to 30 MHz with 3 coax, long 
wire and balanced line posts, high or low impedance, power cap- 
ability 3000 watts PEP. With panel power output and SWR mtrs, 
like new condition. Cost $259. Best offer for quick sale. (Now have 
a 1TS9305 with tuner installed. Earl Middleton KA40EM, 218 
Middleton, 218 S. High St., Deland, FL 32720. You pay UPS. 

Call 904 736-7166. 


SELL: KENWOOD TS-130S transceiver with MC-50 mike. Good 
condition, manuals $400. J. Green K4JOI, 112 Craft Rd. Bradon, 
FL 33511 813 685-6846. 


COLLINS 75S3B, 3283, 30L1 plus 516F2 and 312-B4 all instruc- 
tion manuals. Eqpt operating at present. All $900. FIRM. Harold 
E. Blough W9SP, 1357B W. Fowler Dr., Deltona, FL 32725 305 
574-6587. 


SSTV PACKAGE: Robot 400, auto-exposure camera with zoom lens, 
all cables and mike $475. Heath 2kW roller inductor, tuner $175. 
Ken Tolliver NO4P, P.O. Box 925, Lady Lake, FL 32659 904 - 
753 4585. 


FOR SALE: HEATHKIT VTVM IM-18 with cords & RF probe 
$30. Heath tunnel Dipper HM-10A with all coils $28. . F. 
Johnson SWR/power meter with directional coupler 1-1000 watts, 
80-10 meters $29. Coax ‘BLITZ BUG” - takes lightening to ground 
from coax antenna lines $5. ‘Whisper Muffin’’ Fan $8.00. Motorola 
HT-200 with antenna, ni-CADS, 949-.94 and .52/.52 $85. B&W 
mod. 376 coaxial swith brand new in box, 5-antennas $19. Brand 
new in box AMPEREX 7854 VHF/UHF tubes $5. each. Andy 
Clark W41IYT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888- 
3874 pxeningt only. (save your money, dont call during working 
hours. 


ONE WHO COMPLAINS THE LOUDEST IS GENERALLY HE WHO 
CONTRIBUTES THE LEAST..... AsaGinsertillangesiss , 82 sare eme 


FOR SALE: KENWOOD TR-2500, 2 mtr FM hand held. New 
March 10th in warranty til June 10. Perfect condition $250. Also 
Wilson Mark 2 H/T xtals 52/52, 645/045, best offer or both for 
$295. Plus shipping. H. L. Mount WB4SDL, 1335 Indian Rock Ct., 
Deltona, FL 32725 904 789-3363. 


FOR SALE: JUSTWHAT YOU ALWAYS WANTED: 135 ft. Rohn 
galvinized tower. Can be used for ham or commercial, with guys. 
John Yock WA4VNU, 5401 Buchanan St., Hollywood, FL 33021 
305 987-3171. 


FOR SALE: Yaesu FC901 antenna tuner, used ten months, includ- 
es manual. Covers 10 to 160 mtrs. Max power 500 watts. $135. 

Firm. Will ship. Richard Barrett KA4BXJ, 5105 - 12th Ave. South, 

Gulfport, FL 33707 813 321-7882. 


FOR SALE: Amp supply LA1000A compact 1200W table top 
linear. Self contained power supply and fan, new, never turned on. 
No room and too old to go for high power $350. Phone or write 
for more details. J. A. Ilderton W4GZQO, 2261 NE 39 St., Ocala, 
FL 32670 904 629-4582. 


LET US NEVER NEGOTIATE OUT OF FEAR. BUT LET US 
NEVER FEAR TO NEGOTIATE. JOHN F. KENNEDY. ..... 


WANTED: AZDEN PCS-3000 in good condition. No problems. Joel 
Kandel KI4T, 5463 SW 92 Ave., Miami, FL 33165 305 596-9373 
days 305 592-8536. 


ESTATE SALE: YAESU equipment - FT-101EE transceiver $450. 
FV-101B VFO $130. YO-100 scope $150. FL 2100B linear $225. 
SP-101PB phone patch $50. Also Wilson 6-element tribander with 
CDE HAM IV rotator on 40 ft. Hon tower (you take down 
$345. And nearly new Santec ST144/up handheld $190. Write 
Roland Raab WA2FGU, 2015 - 38th Ave. south, New Port Richey, 
FL 33552 813 376-3926. 


Mustering Help. All Florida hams. Urgent... Must locate WO4MKZ 
Robert A. Nemeth, Attention old timers, looking for data and Jiter- 
ature on Vintage LOOP antennas used in the 1920 - 1930 periods. 
Milton Levy W5QJT, 350 N. Resler Dr., El Paso, TX 79912 Apt. 
303 915-581-2017. (Editors note: See Letters, this issue....AC) 


FOR SALE: FT-IOIE w/Spectronics DD-1 digital display and YD- 
844 mic. $500. FR-1015 receiver $275. YO-100 scope $175. YS- 
2000 wattmeter $50. YP-150 dummy load-wattmeter $75. Rohn 
No. 25 45 ft. tower, Ham III rotor, 4 element custom built 10 
meter monobander $400. Equipment in new condition. Jim Gun- 
dry W4JM 2908 Forestgreen Dr., S., Lakeland, FL 33803 813 - 
644-3435. 


SELL: Kantronics Hamtext CW, RTTY, software board for VIC-20. 
Regular price $99. sell $50. Norm Borenstein WA4ILQ, 13515 NE 
22 Ct., N. Miami, FL 3318! 305 944-6891. 


FOR SALE: KDK2016A 2 meter, car bracket, 2 mikes, touch 
tone plus stock mike, clean, good working order in box with all 
manuals ’ & data. $ 200. swap or trade. H. G. Dukas KI4GH, 
275 NW 119 St., Miami, FL 33168 305 681-0522. 


SUPER DUPER. Contest logging/dupe check program for Commod- 
ore 64 and TRS-80 model |. Prints a sorted list of your cont- 
acts. Just in time for Field Day, $29.95 plus $2. shipping. (Fla. 
residents add 5% sales tax.) Mail check or M.O. to: Leaders In 
Software Technology Lists, Inc., P. O. Box 652044, Miami, FL 
33265 305 271-9260. 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO INC JUNE SPECIALS: SELL IC-730/ 
20/40, mobile mount, FL-34 $30. FL-32 $35. ICOM SM-2 $24.95. 
3kW tuner with balun $99. Kenwood SW2 module 140 MHz to 
M50MHz $24. Kenwood KB-1, main knob $12. ICOM IC-720A 
$650. Includes mic, manual BU-1 memory backup: ICOM 1IC-7072/ 
R70/71 interface $75. KLM-10-160 2 meter amplifier $125. Ken- 
wood 1TS520S with manual, mint condx $399. Heath HD-15 patch, 
manual $29. KWM2 round emblem PM-2 supply, DX Engr. Process- 
or, carrying case, manuals, mic, spare tubes $550. Theft-Alert, Silent 
Alarm/pocket pager 1 watt transmitter, sell for $45. Spare Siren 
module $21. AZDEN PSC4500 6 meter transceiver $200. includes, 
mic, manual & boxes; NARCO Aircraft portable 10 watts TR-1000B 
make offer; Yaesu FR-101 digital 2 & 6 meter converters installed, 
many xtals, manuals $360. IM-2215 digital LED volt ohmeter, fac- 
tory built, with case $75. Wattmeter bi-directional made by Sierra 
Elect. 25 - 250 MHz 10 watts, 50 watts, 100 watts, 500 watts 
$125. EICO tri-bander 80-40-20, mint with matching a.c. supply, 
speaker, manual $99. National NCX-500 matching supply - 5 band 
basically works, clean as is $99. FT-101EE/EY model factory 
speech process Option Type ‘’B’’, all parts $49. Yaesu XF-30A SSB 
filter 101 series 3180 kHz center feequency $19. White 5000/D 
metal dectector coinmaster GEB/Disc, rechargeable battery, manual. 
TenTec Century 21 digital 574 Novice 5 band self-contained 60 W. 
transceiver $225. We SELL crystal filters - Kenwood TS-520, 520S. 
520SE, also R599 series, 2.1 kHz at 6 dB SSB 3.7 max. at 60 GB, 
3395 kHz center frequency, Filter replaces your old 2.4kHz with 
our direct replacement, for additional selectivity, limited quantity 
$35. each three available. Yaesu FT-901/902, FT-101ZD series, 107 
series, 2.4kHz at 6 dB 3.7 max. at 60 dB center frequency 8987 
kHz $35. each, two available. One FT 101 series (through F) 
stock Yaesu XF-30A SSB filter, center frequency 3180 kHz $20. 
Drake AC-4, new $79. Kantronics ‘‘Field Day’’ morse/RTTY reader 
and speed display $199. with manual: Microlog ACT-1 $499. with 
manual box NEC 9” green screen monitor, free with ACT-1. ICOM 


701 System, speaker, power supply, mic, manual boxes $475. SM-220 


/BS8 for TS930S or 430S $399. mint with box and manuals; Spec- 
tronics DD-1 digital readout for FT-101 series $99. We take trades!! 
Call for NEW equipment!! We buy good used test equipment. H.P. 
Tek-tronix, Boonton, etc. Interational Radio, Inc., 1532 S.E. Village 
Green Dr., Suite “L’’, Port St. Lucie, FL 33452 305 335-5545. 


SELL: ICOM 1C2-AT $175. HAL CT2200 RTTY $500.. Heath VTVM 
$25. 10 meter SSB $50. Dentron tuner $45. Many other small acc- 
essories. Bob Townsend KD4AO, 21244 Hazelwood Ln., Boca Raton, 
FL 33433 305 482-7164. 


THERE IS ALWAYS HOPE IN A MAN THAT ACTUALLY AND 
EARNESTLY WORKS‘! In idleness alone is there perpetual dispair. 


CONTRA-ROTATING PROPELLERS: 
Propeller in the opposite direction at the same time.... .. 


The act of turning a 
W4PKZ... 


FOR SALE: ICOM IC M2 marine band radio with IC-CM4 
battery pack. ICOM IC-HIZ marine band radio with battery pack 
and ICOM CM-25U charger $400. for both or best offer. Les 
Pipl KA4LIE, 9740 SW 120 St., Miami, FL 33176 305 251- 
515. 


SELL ~: Marant 2240 AM/FM stero tuner/amplifier, perfect cond- 
ition $175. David Black KA4RPU, 11291 N. Kendall Dr. Apt. M- 
204, Miami, FL 33176 305 595-6328. 


———————————————————— el 
HILLSBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY will sponsor the 
TAMPA HAMFEST on October 20, Saturday, in the Ft. Hesterly 
Armory at the corner of Howard Ave. & Cass St., Tampa, Fla. 


| Zephyrhills Amateur Radio Club conducts Novice classes, 


all ages. R to L: Ski WB4AOG instructoor, Bill Putnam 
(74), Richard Debell, Mark Puvvis (14), Claud Coons, Den- 
nis Davis, Al Jump and Jim Coleman, Pres. ZAARC. Not 
shown, Harvey Metcalfe. Next Novice class will be announ- 


ced soon. (Photo via WB4A0G. 


FOR SALE: KENWOOD TS 660 - Quad bander 6-10-12-15, all 
mode, as new $495. Fred Fenton KA4ORU, 2948 SW 54 St., 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33312 305 963-4396. 


WANTED: Keyer MFJ 484 or MFJ 482 in mint condition with 
manual. FOR SALE: MIRAGE amplifier for 2 meter B-3016 
30-160 watts, mint condition $150. Jean B. Desautels K4VGD, 
616 N. Silver Cir., Key Largo, FL 33037 305 852-2109. 


ESTATE OF WA4SVX: Collins 75A2 receiver, Heath HW101 trans- 
. ceiver, linear amplifier, control panel, power supply for above. 
Shure mic mode! 555. Cartercraft SWR meter. 4 each 811A spare 
tubes. Heavy gage metal rack 50''X22’’X18’’. Hy-Gain vertical ant- 
enna model 18AVT/WBA. 12 volt battery charger. Hand key, Heath 
power supply HP13A. 7 foot galvenized ground rod. Misc. cables 
patch cords speakers. Scll as package only $225. Marty Martinez 
1282 Highway A1A, Satellite Beach, FL 32937. 305 773-6128 or 

Skip Risque WD4FGU, 305 727-0174. 


WANTED TO BUY: DG-5 Digital readout. Mel Page KE4RY, P. 
O. Box 175, Lake Placid, FL 33852. Give best price 1st letter. 


ANTENNA SALE: Hy-Gain 205BA-S, brand new $225. Hy-Gain 
155BA-S $145. Ringo Ranger ARX-2 $20. KLM 50-7LD BM beam 
$50. Pair of Telrex 6M624X (Heavy duty) with Telrex 20 foot 
stacking phasing harness with N-Connectors $335. Beams only - 
$145. each. KLM 160M vertical $25. Hy-Gain HDR-300 rotor 
$250. Ham 11! rotor with Autobrak $90. Bencher ZA-2A balun 
$12. Shipping extra. Mike Raskin K4KUZ, 561 West Tropical 
Way, Plantation, FL 33317 305 583-4026. 


DRAKE T4XB, R4B, AC4, cables, spare tubes $425. Drake 2B 
with 2BQ $88. Rohn 54HG tower, CL-33, rotator, cables. John 
O. Bondy K4ESM, 1942 lowa Ave. NE, St. Petersburg, FL 33703 
(No phone given) 


WANTED: TOWER, beam, rotor also Palomar or equal noise bri- 
dge. SELL: Autek QF1A SSB, CW, AM filter $35. incl. PP. W. 
E. White, N4JCS, 320 Ohio Ave., St. Cloud, FL 32769 892-6692. 


SELL: Drake TR4C with manual and spare finals also AC4-MS-4 
power supply/speaker. Good condition $300. Ten Tec Century 21 
TXCVR with keyer and manual. Also B&W low pass filter, Swan 
SWR & wattmeter $200. Plus shipping. Mike Listek KA4TLOQ, 
6311 SW 35 Place, Miramar, FL 33023 305 963-2549. 


SELL: Three band, 2 el. GEM Quad with fiber-glass spreaders, 
boom and 1% inch mast mount. Antenna needs restringing $30. 
Also 20 ft. tower (matches Rohn 25G ) includes top section $60. 
Take all for only $85. Cliff Seale K4HOH, 14705 SW 83 Ave., 
Miami, FL 33158 305 233-9241. 


FOR SALE: V. H. F. Engineering modules and hard to find 
parts. New Color coils $1.50 Receiver modules RF 28, RF 50, 

455 kHz detector $15. each. Complete repeater receivers $45. TX- 
50 $20, TX-220 $35. Ble 2-40 mobile amp 450 MHz as is $45. 
New R. F. Transistors for above, specify. Richard Marsh WA4JJQ, 
7350 Buchanan St., Hollywood, FL 33024 305 961-6839 mornings. 
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CLOVERLEAF AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
By Al Lautenslager, KA4WLO 

The April meeting, held on the 9th of the month, was the last one to be presided over by 
“Hack”? Jones, WILKY, till his return from snowbird-land in the fall. Shirley Hill, 
W4WPD, will preside over the meetings during the interim period. 

Shirley recently appeared on a 15-minute TV program promoting the Amateur Radio 
Club. She invited all residents of Cloverleaf to come to the classes and become ham 
operators. The channel she appeared on was a closed circuit available to the Cloverleaf 
residents. Shirley also stressed the availability of radiogram service to everyone. A good 
number avail themselves of this service as can be seen in the monthly Traffic Hounds 
article in ‘‘Skip.”’ 

Code and Theory Classes have been concluded successfully. Seven students received 
and passed the Novice exam. They are: Lorne Bowers, Jack Gibson, Earl Larrsen, Louise 
Hawthorne, Mike Eskowski, Cap Falk, and Harold Grofebert. They had not received their 
call letters as of this time. We will publish them ata later date. 

Don Strong, N8SAWM, Regis Kramer, W4ILE, and ‘‘Hack’’ Jones provided the in- 
structions to these students. The 100% record attests to the capability of these instructors. 
“Hack’’ has given notice that he will not be available next year to teach the theory 
classes. Lee Kent, WA3YMV, has volunteered to provide this service in his place. Lee is 
one of the pillars of this club. 


HERNANDO COUNTY ARES 
By Al Lautenslager, KA4WLO 

The Hernando County ARES provided communications during the March of Dimes 
Walk-America on Saturday morning, April 14th. Mark Brown, the event coordinator, 
expressed his thanks for a job well done. 

Those participating were: WB4TPG, Dave; WB4EXA, Pat; N4JXJ, Chuck & XYL, 
Freddie; KB9LT, Cotton; N9BRE, Thelma; N4GEL, Bud; WA5QKX, Les; WA3YMV, 
Lee; KA4WLO, Al; and W4ILE, Regis. 

The annual drill from the Crystal River Nuclear Power Plant was monitored at the Civil 
Defense Office by Lewis Moss, WB4EVO. Also participating were Dave Edgerton, 
WB4TPG, Hernando Co. Emer. Coordinator; Dinine Stockton, N4JXJ; Chuck Gilman, 
WB4FUY; and Carl Hartley. The exercise was held on April 27th from 6 P.M. to Midnight. 

Participation in the Monday Night Net is continuing to be gratifying. It is an indication 
that we will have plenty of help in the case that it is needed. This is indeed a very good sign 
in the period that we are now coming into — that of tornadoes and hurricanes. So far we 
have been fortunate in this area, but those to the north of us have been hard hit. 


HERNANDO COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 
By Al Lautenslager, KA4WLO 

The April meeting of this organization was held in the new quarters at the Teen Hall in 
Brooksville. It was an enjoyable one with 32 members and 8 visitors in attendance. 

Congratulations were extended to Ernie Grimm, KB4JWE and Marge Grimm, 
KB4JWF on having obtained their ham tickets. They were welcomed to the amateur radio 
community and to the HCARA. 

Congratulations were also extended to Donald Harris, KB4JWZ, John Decker, 
KB4JVW, and Al South, KB4J VV, upon receiving their licences. 

HCARA and the Coast Guard Aux. jointly sponsored a Novice course which has been 
concluded recently with 14 students passing the test. Three more are expected to pass in 
the near future. A vote of thanks is extended to Pat Brayton, WB4EXA, and ‘‘Cotton’’ 
Stokes, KB9LT, for their expertise in presiding at these classes. Some of the new licensees 
are proposing a weekly Novice Net to improve their CW skills so they can advance to a 
higher license class. We hope they are successful! 

The next big club event will be Field Day on June 23 & 24. This will be held at McKethan 
Lake Park on US. 41, north of Brooksville. 

WB4EXA, Pat Brayton, the president of HCARA, received the following letter recently. 

“Dear Pat: ARRL just notified me that HCARA has been accepted as a special service 
club!! Congratulations to all your members and officers. Keep up the good work. It’s a 
gy code to know you and them, as well as I do. 73, Ray MacKey, N4ADI; ACC-No. 


S.H.A.R.K. TALES 
By Kay Anderson, W8DUV 

This smiling shark really swished his fins this past month. Many items of business that 
had been water-logged for some time, were rescued, dried out, and set afloat. In- 
corporation, talked about, kicked around, rehashed and finally — DONE. We are now 
SHARK, Inc.! A few members wanted club QSL cards but we couldn’t come up with a 
design to suit everybody. President, Ed Anderson, W8DUW, wnet to the drawing board 
and came up with one that suited his wife. He said, ‘‘print it!’” Members paid $4/100 for the 
cards which immediately wiped out the printing cost. To buy, or not to buy. That was the 
question regarding a club repeater. The club voted not to buy. Now we are working with 
the Sun City Center and Kings Point clubs, exploring the idea of having a repeater sup- 
ported by all three groups. 

The April meeting was held at Kings Point clubhouse. (What a beautiful place to meet! ) 
Emergency Preparedness coordinator Larry Gispert, KR4X, explained our role in 
emergencies. Members were given an opportunity to sign up with Civil Defense. A flea 
market will be held in Apollo Beach to raise money. Members may donate items or may 
sell on consignment, paying a small fee to the club. The club meets last Wednesday of 
each month at the TECO Leisure House, Ruskin, 8 p.m. 


HILLSBOROUGH AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 
By W. Sullivan, KA4AMEW 
On April 18th, President Bill Verdelotti, KA4IQU, opened the regular business meeting 
at 7:30 p.m. with a almost fully-packed room of members, associates and guests. The 
most interesting and “hottest” subject was the newly acquired WA4GJJ repeater 
machine and its closed circuit status reported by the committee. The Education Com- 
mittee, Everett Hale, KA4IZQ and Bill Verdelotti, KA4IQU, reported working with six 
Cub Scouts from the Hyde Par): Presbyterian Church and promoting them to Novice class 
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liecase. Jim Shipman, KC4PI, part ot tne Education Committee, ask that members or 
persons seeking information regarding our next Novice classes, please call him ONLY in 
the late afternoon or evening at 884-1136. 

Plans and arrangements for the 29th/30th of June Field Day operations are coordinated 
by Committee Chairman Sammy Buggica, KY4G, and the Tampa Bay Amateur Club. 
Location site will be the same as last year, near the home of Frank Hegedus at 17318 
Hanna Road, Lutz, Florida. Sammy wants to encourage all members to participate, 
either phone or CW, or both. Parking, food and restroom facilities are available and the 
fellowship and fun enjoyed last year will be equal or surpassed this year. Mark your 
calendar and come join in the Fun!!! , 

Ralph Larkin, AA4PM, and his Hamfest committee have begun their planning for the 
biggest and best 1984 FEST on October 20th (Saturday) at the Ft. Hesterly Armory on 
Howard and Cass St. in Tampa. 


NORTHERN FLORIDA NEWS 
By Billy Williams, N4SUF 

Those persons being charged $12 for their amateur call-sign license tag renewals should 
be entitled to a refund. Agencies who attempt to charge the $12 fee instead of the $1.50, 
should be asked to call Tallahassee on the spot to get the correct interpretation of the fee 
structure. Some confusion has resulted from the deletion of CB callsign plates which is of 
course due to the discontinuance of CB calls. Thus ends the story of an interesting chapter 
in Florida history. In 1970, google-eyed bureaucrats and legislators foresaw a tremendous 
revenue producer in the form of special fees for the then-new right for CBers to have 
callsign plates. These visionaries looked for several hundred thousand CBers to take 
advantage and let the world know of their call. Surely every CBer would rush down and 
pay a premium for that great privilege of publicizing their callsign. The bureaucrats 
overlooked one thing. To most CBers, a callsign was a liability! Just because hams had 
taken advantage of their privileges of callsign plates since 1950, then logically the 
bureaucrats could extend that same trend toward CBers. You know hams, CBers what’s 
the difference? I think in 10 years, Isaw maybe 10 CB callsign license plates! ! ! 

Speaking of bureaucracies the FCC continues at presstime to ignore the calls for help 
with the mammoth cable TV leakage problem which was uncovered in Jacksonville. This 
despite the fact that resources are in very plentiful supply it seems. FCC seems bent on 
pouring in all kinds of resources to pursue certain ‘‘pet’’ window dressing type cases in 
some areas while in Jax, stations who have long operated beyond their privileges are 
ignored. Businesses have set up their own private communications systems in ham bands 
and this was ignored by FCC. Cable systems spew out illegal leakage which makes some 
two meter communications virtually impossible and this is ignored by the FCC. The news 
media has now picked up on this and it will be interesting to see what will have to be done 
to get FCC to enforce the laws fairly and provide all taxpaying ham citizens with the same 
protection under the law. One TV channel sent its news crew and filmed a report about 
leakage. The Jacksonville Journal also put the story on its front page. FCC seems to be 
asleep in Northern Florida at the present time and this situation dates back three years. I 
would like to hear FCC rationalize these actions. The hams of Jacksonville are waiting to 
hear! 

Field Day is almost upon us and several large groups around the state are getting 
organized. Among clubs with plans for FD are NOFARS, GARS, LMARS, HCARA, SSRC, 
and DBARA. Hopefully there will be much publicity on the media this year. LMARS FD 
chairman is AB6I with KB9LT heading up things for HCARA. 

Congratulations to Tom Castiglia, NO4A of Jax. Tom has been named Chairman of the 
NE Chapter of the American Red Cross. This is unique in that Tom is aiso an ARES 
Leadership Official. He will be responsible for the administration of over 600 volunteers 
and a paid staff of 16 professionals. 

N4HRZ is organizing a club at Rock Lake Middle School as part of his science program. 
He thanks several members of LMARS and OARC for their donations. 


SILVER SPRING RADIO CLUB 
By Troy Jacobs, KD4US 

“Speed or Auto dialing” has been added to the 2 meter repeater of the Silver Springs 
Radio Club; also added is anew DUPLEXER. 

Ernie O’Berry K40SM added a TRS-80 Model 1 computer with Voice in Talk synthesizer 
vortex, with ‘homebrew interface’, so that 140 members of the club can punch into their 
rigs an assigned 3 digit number for ‘‘Speed Dialing”’. 

Instant communications to Sheriff, Police, Highway Patrol, Utility Dept., Time and 
Temperature, Weather, Wind Velocity, and others can be made by punching an assigned 3 - 
digit number for emergencies and accidents. 

This adds greatly as a Community Service by being able to report accidents and 
emergencies, while in Mobile operation. 

The Ocala Club was Incorporated in 1956 with present officers as Rosemarie Brenner - 
KA4RWB, President; Mansel Giffin (Giff) - WD4RIQ, Vice-President; Hugh Henline - 
W4JOP, Sec./Treas. Art Miller - WD4RJI, Emergency Co-Ordinator (EC). 
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MANATEE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
By Bob Clayton, KB4EHN 

Do you know how to look at your favorite transceiver when it isn’t operating properly 
and tell what may be wrong? Since many of us would have to answer, ‘‘No,’’ Paul Blair, 
W4LLL, a club member, spoke at the April meeting on the problems of servicing trans- 
ceivers. 

Simple checks can be made before taking the set’s cover off. Is the power cord plugged 
in? Look for blown fuses with an ohmmeter. If you hear noise, is the S-meter working? 
Check the antenna system. 

If the set is receiving but not transmitting, look at the bias. Do you have necessary 
tolened pee current? Does the plate current go up on your wattmeter when the carrier is 
inse’ ? 

If you remove the cover and check the tubes, remember that tube testers are not in- 
fallible. Test the audio section, then the first RF tube, replacing tubes as necessary. In 
order, check the IF stage, the driver tube, the high voltage diodes, and the RF transistors 
for overloading. 

Finally, corrosion can be severe in Florida. Keep tube pins clean with crocus cloth. 


POLK COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS 
By Jim Gundry, W4JM 

Most of the winter visitors have gone home for the summer but VE3BIS, W1CBW, 
N8DWD and W8NVH are still with us. WBORLO made his QTH change permanent in 
Lakeland; congratulations! KA4IOK can be depended upon for phone patch traffic into 
aad ce W4IMF may soon leave for Indiana . . . summers are just as hot up there Bob 
and Rose. ; 

WANTT and K4JLK favored us with visits all the way from Ft. Pierce. . . we appreciate 
it fellows! Good to see WA4ZVD and OM WB4ZVD with us more of late; when is that beam 
going up again Russ? VE3DA is back in Ottawa and we hope he comes back next winter 
instead of VE7 land. W4LHP finally has that Mini-quad;-now he can work the DX. K4GXY 
must forego the luncheons; he got a job! W4SVB back with us after a nice trip to England 
and a visit with G4SVB. 

W2HGV departing for a summer-long vacation out west; remember, Norm, that we 
stay-at-home types monitor 14245 kHz in case you want to check on your local QTH. Don’t 
let the summer doldrums get you down; everyone keep coming to the Wednesday lun- 
cheons at Season’s Restaurant, 2410 S. Florida Ave., Lakeland. Better plan on getting 
there by 11:00 a.m. to get a seat, hihi. 


ST. PETERSBURG AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
By Cathy Soehl, WABAV/ARNS 

WA4IIT-Ernie grabbed a chance to drive to Dayton Hamvention and WD4KGY-Oliver 
will fly up. Wonder if they’l] meet in the massive crowd attending? 

WB4LXH-Ken, assisting with communications out on golf course, for 3 days in ‘‘boiling 
Sun” is now known as ‘“‘Rudolph’’, account of his RED nose; though not a reindeer, is a 
“dear’”’. Hi! 

ND4K-Ted reported the Easter Bunny Run, in Tampa, a success, no casualties, around 
400 participants. ; 

KA4HXL-Bill and KA4VXG-Sylvia took off again for N.C. over Easter Holidays. 

WA4WOU-Faith tripped, fell twisting her ankle; treated in emergency and home using 
crutches. Happened as she was going to help communications for FEstival States parade. 
Did not lose her sense of humor; said she must have tripped over the white line in middle 
of street. Hope you have recupped and take it easy. 

WB4FVN-Nellie started for the weekly Sat. breakfast, suddenly could not recall 
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disconnecting the coffee pot: returned home to find all well but, then did not have time for 
breakfast. Hi! 

WA4TJG-Betty could not wait for the warm weather to get back to swimming in their 
pool. Brrr, Betty! 

The SPARC Repeater has a new Controller and sounds good. Thanks to Engineering 
Committee and all who worked on it. 

WB40AT-John reports KB3QS-Bob and KA4JAM-Betty are wending their way back 
home; last report they had sailed into N.C. 

WB4PEL-Charlotte did a good job promoting the ‘‘Triathlon’’, held at Ft. DeSoto, with 
swimming, bicycle, etc. races. 


LAKELAND AMATEUR RADIO & REPEATER ASSOCIATION 
Open Repeater: 146.085-.685 
By Jim Gundry, W4JM 

When the North Lakeland Little League planned their ‘Grand Slam Day” for March 24 
they had the full support of the Association. Coordinated by Polk County Emergency 
Coordinator WT4F communication was provided for the 8 kilometer and 1 mile “funrun”’, 
a ham radio booth was operated and HF mobile communications was demonstrated. 
KA4NQK, W9HOH, K8RIF, KA4LME, W2HGV, KE4XP and NZ4H, assisted by Natalie, 
XYL of KA4NQK, provided control on the ‘fun run” and handled messages for the public 
attending via the ham radio booth. Believe it or not; NZ4H got several serious candidates 
for ham radio because of CW operation at the booth! W2HGV was NCS for the mobile net. 
Special thanks to K8RIF who provided his complete HF and VHF station for the event. No 
Murphy’s Law problems and the sponsors want us back next year. Good show gang. Lots 
more is happening regarding other activities including the Volunteer Exam program so 
don’t fail to attend the monthly meeting at 7:30 p.m., the first Monday of each month, at 
Season’s Restaurant, 2410S. Florida Ave., Lakeland. 

FLORIDORA YLS 
By Cathy Soehl, W4BAV/ARNS 

KA4DCF-Myra had chest pains, went to emergency and finally spent one night in 
hospital to find has a high Hiatal Hernia, so is now learning to live with it, but diet. 

KA4OWJ-Elaine’s OM-H.E. surprised her with a party; large 4layer cake with ‘‘past 
40, but still foxy” onit. Cute, H.E. 

W4PFJ-Adis getting pretty well settled in new home. Looking forward to Son, from 
Michigan, visiting for Mother’s Day. 

K4JNC-Esther has been in radio 37 years and W4PFJ-Adis says she worked Esther 28 
years ago, as W8ATB. Small world, huh? 

W4WPD-Shirley and OM, W4UFR-Earl recently graduated from the ‘‘Midstream”’ 
portion of Square Dancing; next will be ‘“‘Plus’’. 

WD8DLB-Kay’s mobile, in Boca Raton, suffered damage to awnings, etc. when a tor- 
nado struck, while she was at beauty shop. 

K4KUU-Maxine enjoyed a QSO with KA4OWJ-Elaine and sends greetings to the 
Floridoras. Maxine, former V-P, is Honorary Member. 

K4RNS-Marge sent Easter card (read on both Nets); getting along fine, but misses 
talking to us on the air. 

KA4MEW-Winona talked to her Son, in Germany, to the tune of $72. (wa worth it); call 
from Nephew, in Wisc., who will be in Fla. for week in May; OM-Ed’s Sister, in Wisc., will 
visit last week July and Ist in Aug. Had all the family, but Son, Easter; had an egg roll in 
back yard. Lots of activity, Winona. Hi! 

K2DYE—Jessie checked in from K4JNC’s; says has transmitter trouble this Winter; 
unable to check in from Arcadia. 

W4EHN-Betty worried about her Grandson in hospital, who lost 18 pounds. Hope all is 
well now, Betty. 

WB4YTL-Tommie’s rose bushes in full bloom. Beautiful! CLUBS QSY P 12 
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THE GATOR NET 
By Walt Grove, KF4U 
7068 KHz 


Time 0830 EDST, 0730 CDST 

All stations are welcome in Gator Net. We are looking for additional stations. 
Newcomers will be made welcome by the NCS and the Net Manager is always available to 
assist stations and answer questions about the operation of CW traffic nets and GN in 


particular. 
April was not our best month. Traffic and check-ins both fell off. Guess the seasonal 
slump has arrived. N 


We continue to have long skip problems so have set up a plan which I hope will work out. 
Under these conditions Central and South Florida stations are unable to communicate 
with each other but Panhandle and out-of-state stations are OK on 7068 khz. W3CUL 
usually exchanges traffic with WA4JDH in Alabama and W5FEB in New Orleans. When 
the plan is put in effect due to these conditions, the NCS (except WF'4X) and all Central 
and South Florida stations would QSY to 3651 khz where the net would be conducted in the 
usual way. All Panhandle and out-of-state stations, plus W4CUL would remain on 7068 khz 
until their traffic is cleared. W3CUL would then QSY to 3651 khz to report the 40 meter 
activity and exchange traffic with the 80 meter group. If WF4X is NCS, another station 
will substitute for him on 80 meters. 

We welcome Maria, KJ3T, who recently moved to Sarasota from Maryland. Her QTH 
provides a much-needed traffic outlet. Other GN YL’s include Mae, W4CUL, who is 
always on deck. We miss Sandy, K2RUE, and Jan, WD4AWN, and hope their schedules 
will let them check in again. Geri, N4GHI, in Virginia has been checking in with some 
leftover EAN /4RN traffic for Florida. 

Only George, K4JI, made the 100% club in April. Stations QNI 25 or more times were 
W3CUL, W4DVO, WA4EYU, WA4JDH, W4KLY, K4TH, KF4U and WF 4X. 73 and CU on 
GN. 


TRAFFIC HOUNDS — APRIL 1984 


By W4LLA 
For K4ZK 
NET QNI AVG. QTC AVG. SESSIONS MANAGER 
FMTN 1206 40.2 1142 38.1 30 WB4AID 
QFN 962 16.0 761 12.7 60 WB4GHU 
TPTN 794 26.4 428 14.3 30 KF4YE 
FPTN 1145 38.2 397 13.2 30 WB4WYG 
GN 408 13.6 365 12.2 30 KF4U 
NFPN 1418 47.3 353 11.8 30 WFE4Y 
SVTN 461 15.3 349 11.6 30 KB4LB 
SEFTN 806 16.9 237 7.9 30 KF4RL 
FAST 651 10.9 234 3.9 60 WD4HHH 
SWFTN 1136 45.4 224 8.5 25 K4JLL 
FMSN 397 13.2 120 4.0 30 ‘-AA4FG 
FPON 610 20.3 108 2.6 30 WB4GCK 
LSTTN 937 31.2 98 3.2 30 NQ4P 
CFRN 540 _-2.3 97 4.2 23 WB4GHU 
GCVTN 633 24.4 79 3.0 26 K4VND 
QFNS 2137.1 73 2.4 30 AF3S 
VEN 324 10.8 71 2.4 30 W4LDY 
SPARC 1107 36.9 33 1.1 30 K5IHH 
PEN 175 =9.2 32 1.7 19 W4GPL 
EOEN 41 10.0 13 3.2 4 W4LUW 
PRVAN 28 = o5..6. 10 2.0 5 K4VSN 
LCEN 71 #18 7 1.8 4 WB20UK 
DEN 181 45.3 6 1.5 4 KF4AX 
ENMC 40 10.0 6 1.5 4 K4ZK 
PBTN 196 14.0 1 l 14 K4FHW 
PRN Pay is) 1 i 3 KF4RR 
BEN 174 43.5 0 0. 4 K7LCA 
FLORIDA MEDIUM SPEED NET 
De AA4FG 
7115 KHz 5:30 PM Daily 


Traffic was up slightly in April with a total count of 120. QNI was down a bit, but still 
holding up well with an average of 13.2. High QNI for the month was Don, N4IWO with 28, 
followed by Elmer, KA4NXF and AA4FG with 26 each. 

Congrats to Ron, WB4FHU on the first issue of the A-1 Bulletin. This is an interesting 
and informative publication and deserves our support. 

This month we would like to recognize and thank our QFN liaison stations: AA4BN, 
NY4E, WA4GYR, WX4J, KB9LT, KM4N, WA4QXT, AF3S, WB4YQP, and others who drop 
in occasionally. 

FMSN will move to 7115 KHz with the change to DST. Net controls are cautioned to hold 
sending speeds to 13 wpm or less, never faster, as we are still hoping to lure Novices and 
Techs into CW traffic handling. 

If you are rusty on CW, FMSN is a great place to sharpen up. Everybody welcome! 
“BooBoos”’ freely permitted! 


8 / FLORIDA SKIP, June 1984 


om. © 
TOP TWENTY TRAFFICERS 
By WA4PFK & N4UF 
1. W3CUL 3275 11. WD4HBD 327 
2. W4DUG 934 12. AF3S 310 
3. W3VR 854 13. K4SCL 294 
4. N4PL 725 14, K4EUK 291 
5. WF4X 717 15. WA4QXT 273 
6. K4IWT 602 16. KA4GUS 272 
7. WF4Y 542 17. WX4J 268 
8. WB4AL 507 18. WA4EIC 256 
9. WD4IIO- 466 19. W4NFK 244 
10. WA4PFK 396 20. WB4WYG 240 
G.C.V.T.N. 
By K4NVD, Mgr. 


The Gulf Coast VHF Traffic Net (GCVTN) had a good month in April, both in traffic 
count and participation. GCVTN now has 63 active stations on the roster, with 28 stations 
checking in at least 10 times in April. 17 stations were in the Top 10 for checkins, with 
several tied for the same position. W8OPZ was tops with 26 checkins out of 26 sessions. 
Hopefully, at the end of 3 months, at least half of the membership will be eligible for Net 
Certificates. Already 28 stations have qualified for the month of April. 

The following is a list of stations who are in the Top 10 position for checkins. 

26 Checkins: W8OPZ 

25 Checkins: WF4Y and K4VND 

24 Checkins: KA4VDK 

22 Checkins: K4LPT and WB4ORK 

21 Checkins: N4HMD and N4HRI 

19 Checkins: KA4BEN, KF4RR and W4TOH 
18 Checkins: KB4FSK and WB9RKJ 

17 Checkins WX4H and WB4TVY 

16 Checkins: NADAS 

. 15 Checkins: W3SO. 

Thanks to all members for making GCVTN a good traffic net. 
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FLORIDA MIDDAY TRAFFIC NET REPORT 
By Billy Williams, N4UF, Senior Asst. Manager 

The Florida Midday Traffic Net pre-net operation has been formalized with the ap- 
pointment of Gil Geitner, W4LLA of Pt. St. Lucie as administrator of the “warm-up” 
session. At 11:15 A.M., the pre-net operation begins and operates on a spontaneous basis 
until 11:45 A.M. when NTS representatives are checked-in. At 12 noon, the formal net 
session begins and the order of business is followed. Gil and WB4AID have been handling 
most of the warm-up sessions. 

The editorial in last month’s (April) Florida Skip decrying the modus operandi of 
several nets shows a lack of understanding of the role of traffic nets. When a net is in the 
process of handling formal written traffic, there is not time to worry about phone patches 
into Miami or wherever. The same goes for other non-formal traffic. Of course, if there is 
a legitimate priority, then informal traffic can take precedence over routine formal 
traffic. Priorities involving a phone call though should be handled via long distance phone 
since rates are very cheap these days especially if the message is really important. Or the 
message can be formalized and passed as priority formal traffic. 

On days when there is a heavy formal] load, it may indeed be 45 to 60 minutes before 
informals are called by NCS and some of the stations may be secured but those are the 
breaks. FMTN members cannot be expected to sacrifice time for their other activities 
including the earning of a living in many cases. Of course, stations with informals can list 
them during the pre-net warm-up and they will be handled during the regular order of 
business if no station is available early. We have to remember the main purpose of traffic 
nets which is to pass formal traffic such as would be the case in an actual emergency. 
Through this, the net members upgrade their skills. 

Net Manager WB4AID and YF Jane will be leaving soon for a European tour and I will 
be collecting net reports and handling the statistics until he returns. Newcomers are 
cordially invited to check into FMTN and may familiarize themselves with our format by 
monitoring the net in operation for a few days and then trying their hand at message 
handling. If you still need more assistance, please do not be afraid to ask and a net 
member will be sent off frequency with you to assist in drafting a message. 


QFNS ; 
By Ed Hall, AF3S 
3.715 MHz : 8:00 P.M. Daily 

QFNS is the all-Florida slow CW traffic net. Its purpose is to train amateurs in CW net 
procedures. We operate at 5-7 WPM, so all amateurs can join us. There are several ex- 
perienced CW traffic handlers on the net to help you get started. We encourage all 
stations, regardless of experience, to join us. 

For April we averaged 7.1 check-ins and 2.4 pieces of traffic daily for the 30 sessions. 31 
haibicae stations checked in during the month, with 6 of them checking in 10 or more 

mes. 

Many thanks to the net control stations for their efforts on the net: WA4PFK, KA4F7ZI, 
WA4QXT, KB9LT, KR4H, and AF%S. It’s a real labor of love for these stations, used to 
operating at 20-25 WPM and up, to take the time to run the net at 5 QPM. Special thanks to 
Dick Hill, WA4PFK, who as Section Manager has a very busy schedule, but still managed 
to be the top check-in with 25, and was always ready to jump in and handle the net when 
pened: Dick was net control 9 times and net rep to higher level nets 13 times during 

pril. 

Many thanks also to Jim, KA4AMC, who served faithfully as net manager until other 
commitments forced his resignation. I will be filling in as interim net manager until July 
1, when the baton will pass to a station in north Florida. 


Again, we encourage all stations, and especially newcomers to Amateur Radio, to join 
us on the net. We will be happy to assist you in any way we can. If you want to find out 
more about CW traffic handling before actually checking in to the net, feel free to write to 
me (my address is 0.K. in the Callbook) for more information. 

Hope to see you on the net. : 

FLORIDA PHONE TRAFFIC NET 
By Bill, WB4AWYG 

Wow! — The Florida Phone Traffic Net did it again — beat the percentage — 54% of the 
net checked in 80% or better during march. Now in April the figure goes up to 57.6%. I said 
it would be hard to beat — but it has been done. At a request from the members of the net, 
statistics were looked over and found that K4SJA-Charlie of Pahokee and W4BCZ-Phil of 
Lake Placid had indeed both checked in 100% of 1983. Congratulations and a well done to 
both of these fine gentlemen. But Murphy’s Law did come into effect on April 13th — yes it 
was a Friday. W4BCZ had a heart attack, and landed in the hospital. Very glad to report 
that Phil is back on his feet again and checking into the net, but on a slightly restricted 
basis. Please take care Phil, and don’t repeat the recent events. 

Also so very happy to welcome back W4GUS-John of High Springs. He sure has had a 
run of tough luck and certainly hope this is the end of that kind of misfortune. Ernie-K4KIS 
of Fort Valley, GA had some sort of trouble with his rig one morning, but an appeal to the 
Florida Amateur Radio Technical Society gave him the information needed to clear up his 
difficulty. 


It does appear that summer is finally coming into being and with the time change, band - 


conditions have occasionally been — well to say the least — different. Also along with 
summer it is the time for some of our group to take off on vacations. Hi — W4IAD has been 
travelling to the Big Apple and is now visiting in the Calif. Palm Springs area. Roy — 
K4EJW is making the trip to Hudson Valley, N.Y. The eyes of Jax. — WA4EYU goes to 
Albany, GA for a class reunion, a foot race, and a Hamfest. Anything else you can crowd 
into that schedule Charlie? Win — WA4COR was the 1,000 station to check in during the 
month of April so to him goes the “‘Golden Cookie” award for April. 

Net Statistics are as follows: 

100% check ins: WD4ADL, W4BKC, K4BLM, WA4EIC, WA4EYU, NA4F, W4FOE, 
WN4IIF, WA4JDH, KA4NXF’, K4SJA, WB4TZR. 

95% — WD4AWN, N4EOW, WB4F JY, K4KIC, KD4KK, KB4LB, WB4WYG, WB4ZVD. 

90% — WD4F NX, WB4SOU. 

85% — W4BCZ, K4BZS, K4E JW, KF4RL, W4SME. 

80% — WA4COR, WD4EQB, KA4TTS. 

Now that is a box score that all hands can well be proud of producing. A hearty well done 
to the whole gang. Speaking about the net, Sue - WD4PGS of Land-o-Lakes writes: “J miss 
a good laugh every morning . . . did you notice that the after net conversations sometimes 
sound like a bunch of one-liners from Laugh In?” So come in and listen to the ‘‘Bard of 
Brevard” (WA4NBE) speel his rhymes of unreasonableness on 3940 — meeting at7 A.M. 


FLORIDA NET MANAGERS NET 
By Jim Stewart, WF4Y 

FNMN is doing excellent. Everyone is well pleased with the accomplishments of the 
net. FNMN is giving Net Nanagers a better understanding of the functions and purposes 
their respective nets. 

Topics that have been discussed on FNMN are: 

1. Handling of Mass Traffic Originations. al 

2. Communication between Net Managers regarding their Net Liaison Reps and 
Liaison Nets. 

3. How to stimulate more interest among our individual net members to take a more 
active roll in net activities. 

4. Net Membership Vs. Non-Net Membership. 


¢ 


PHONE 


(305) 567-8224 


5. Operation of Nets during an emergency. 

6. All Factors Relating to Net Liaison Stations. 

7. Accomplishments of FNMN. 

Managers participating in these discussions were: WB4GHU, AA4FG, WB4AID, 
WB4GCK, KF4U, WX4J, KB4LB, KF4RL, K4JLL, KF4YE, KA4GUS, K4VND, AF3S, 
WD4HBP, WF4Y, WF4X, K4ZK, N4UF, and WA4PFK. 

In the next FNMN article I will try to list some of the solutions and/or alternatives 
arrived at from the above listed items that were discussed on the net. 

If you are the manager of any Florida net, we extend an invitation to you to join us every 
Saturday at 1400 Zulu between 7230 and 7238 KHz. 

73 


SOUTH EAST FLORIDA TRAFFIC NET 
By Ed Hall, AF3S 
146.19/79 MHz 6:30 P.M. Daily 

SEFTN was started in mid-1982 to serve Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach counties with 
a daily VHF traffic net. Affiliated with NTS, its purposes are to provide a traffic outlet for 
stations not checking in to low band nets, training stations in traffic handling procedures, 
and provide practice in volume traffic handling for use in an emergency. 

Under its current net manager, Fred, KF4RL, and his assistant Gus, KA4GUS, both 
check-ins and traffic count have increased dramatically. In April we averaged 26.9 check- 
ins and 7.9 pieces of traffic daily for the 30 sessions. 140 different stations checked in 
during the month, with 30 of them checking in 10 or more times. Top check-ins were 
KF4RL and AF3S with 30, KA4YHS and KA4SIH with 29, WB40CV with 28, K4FQS and 
KA4GUS with 27, WA4PFK with 26, and KB4AXG and N4ILN with 25. Ralph, W4MCJ, 
earned his net membership certificate this month. 

In late March and early April the net handled the majority of traffic originating from 
the Dade County Youth Fair. Late in April we set up a booth at Saint Bernard’s Church 
Fair in Sunrise to originate traffic and introduce Amateur Radio to the general public. 
While electrical noise from the carnival rides hampered low-band operation somewhat, 
we were able to pass quite a bit of traffic, and did manage DX contacts with France, 
Germany, and Italy. Many members helped with this effort. Special thanks to WA4TWD 
and his non-ham sons, and to AF3S, W4ROA, KA4KDD, KA4YHS, KA4JHM, K7LCA, and 
KB4AXG for their participation, and especially to Mike Spivak, WB4RFC, of Mike’s 
Electronics, for his donation of materials to be used at the fair. 

The net meets every night at 6:30 on the 146.19/79 repeater, thanks to the generous 
support of the Motorola Amateur Radio Club. Formal warm-up begins at 6:20, with many 
stations checking in as early as 6 for an informal get-together. All amateurs are invited 
and encouraged to check in and join us. It’s a great opportunity to make new friends, as 
well as find out what traffic handling is all about. Any net member will eagerly help you 
with your traffic handling questions, for we all recognize that each of us at one time had to 
send his first piece of traffic, and we were all just as nervous as today’s newcomers when 
we began. 

Hope to see you on the net. 


NORTHERN FLORIDA PHONE NET 
By Jim Stewart, WF4Y 

As I write this article we will have already changed from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. CST. 
Because of the time change, QF'N will be meeting an hour before NFPN, giving us some 
problem getting 4th region traffic out. We should be able to overcome this by having the 
QFN Rep go directly to 4th Region Net from NFPN. 

We have had a rash of illnesses, accidents and hospitalization to some members of 
NFPN. i 

John W4GUJ was on vacation in the Ft. Walton Beach area and broke his hip. At this 
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CRANK-UP — STACK SECTIONS, MOBILE VAN, 
TRAILER TOWERS, ALL-ALUMINUM TOWERS. 


MOSLEY AMATEUR ANTENNAS 
MULTI-BAND BEAMS, VERTICAL ANTENNAS & DIPOLES 
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WILL NOT EAT 


ROBERT D. McCLARAN SALES 
P{GABOXK 25130" 
VERO BEACH, FL 32961 
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STATE QCWA NEWS 
Edited by Eli Nannis, K4AJMH 

We have another new chapter which will be known as the Nut- 
meg Chapter No. 149 and the activities are in the Connecticut 
region. Officers Pro-Tem are Milt Chaffee, W1EFW, President and 
Joe Moskey, W1JMY, Secretary. Wes, W4COW, QCWA Treasurer, 
will make the formal charter presentation in May. By the time you 
read this report, you will have received your ballot for the QCWA 
1984 election of 5 directors. A report of the Board meeting in Dallas 
will be in the summer QCWA News. HQ is trying to collect and bind 
a full set of QSTs. They will be kept as a reserach library available 
to members and xerox copies of articles will be available at a 
nominal fee when the project is complete. Gifts are tax exempt and 
the material will be kept as QCWA archive material for all time. 
Your help is needed. 

Vice Clark, W4KFC had in one of his last letters suggested that 
QCWA might take the lead in trying to instill pride in amateur 
communications and to work to eliminate ungentlemanly 
language, malicious interference, and other ills that plague 
amateur frequencies. Keep your letters and comments coming. If 
there is sufficient interest, the Board might be persuaded to make 
it an official function of QCWA. If you believe in the need and that 
we can do it, let the Board know. HQ is also working on a plan to 
attempt to catalog amateurs throughout the U.S. who are hearing 
impaired. More information on this matter in the future QCWA 
News. 

The QCWA chapters in the Tampa Bay area will host the QCWA 
National Convention in the fall of 1985. Definite dates and place will 
be published at a later date. QCWA has formalized an agreement 
with the ARRL recognizing the League as the one bi-national 
organization representing the overall interests of all U.S. and 
Canadian amateurs. The ARRL recognized the QCWA as an in- 
dependent international organization of amateur radio operators 
who were first licensed at least a quarter of a century ago and who 
can provide a vast reservoir of knowledge and experience for the 
benefit of all radio amateurs. QCWA and the League will maintain 
continuing liaison and will provide mutual support in the general 
protection, promotion and advancement of the amateur radio 
service. The agreement also provided for QCWA chapters to 
receive ARRL information mailings and for other future areas of 
mutual cooperation. 


CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER: We had a very fine attendance at our april meeting 
of 25 members. Prexy W4LHP has a new mini-quad. W4SZ is going to have a hip operation 
and we all wish him a speedy recovery. Jack Noonan NZAH is a Silent Key and our sym- 
pathies to his family. W4NY is going to have eye surgery and best wishes, Bob, Dick 
WA4RLLC is an expert on satellite communication and we would like to have him tell about 
it at our next meeting. WAOHOC has a new IC730 and Jim W4JM had his IC730 blow up. We 
would like to have KA5KWE get on 20 meters to monitor 14.245 Khz for our northern 
members. Secretary KD4ZY has the best record for being out of town on our meeting date. 
W40FT and XYL are still devoted volunteers at the Lakeland Regional Hospital. WA4NTT 
and K4JLK come all the way across the state to attend our meetings. N4GZX is studying 
to upgrade next fall. WT4F was our guest speaker and he gave us a fine talk on 
Emergency Communications. Bill is the POLK County Emergency Coordinator for ARRL 
and doing a fine job. Our meetings will continue throughout the summer, 2nd Sat. of each 
month at 11:30 a.m. at the Western Sirloin Restaurant, 3105 Highway 98N, Lakeland. Our 
net operates every Saturday on 7243 KHz at 10:00 a.m. 

—Reported by Jim, W4JM 


GATOR CHAPTER: At our April meeting, the attendance was 72 members and guests. 
Eli Nannis, K4JMH was the speaker and he gave a talk entitled ‘‘the air Traffic Control 
Story” with slides of an Air Traffic Control Center. The June meeting will be held on the 


second Saturday, June 9th. The guest speaker will be Stuart Meyer, W2GHK, President of _ 


QCWA and we invited everyone to attend but please make reservations. Our next meeting 
will be held on May 5th. The April meeting was the last meeting at Chief Charlie’s 
restaurant in Clearwater, as they sold the building. All future meetings starting on May 
5th will be at Chief Charlie’s in Dunedin on Route 580. We hope that this will be our last 
move for a while. Wedding anniversarys for April were Fred Frick, W4BN, 55th, and Dave 
Stocky, 43rd. We are sorry to report that member Jack Adams, W4NOK is a silent key. 
j —Reported by Eli Nannis, K4J MH 
SPACEPORT CHAPTER: Our regular meeting was held on April 21st with 42 members 
and guests present. Bill, K4TF gave a summary of the ‘‘Hotline’’ report and mentioned 
the QSO party on May 5, 6. Our chapter will run the Sunday net with Glen, W4BFQ N.C. 
with Allen, K4ILX in the spotlight. Carl, AA4MI reported about an amateur station using 
solar energy on May 5 & 6 at the solar energy center at the Cape. Carl also reported that 
his station was selected for an official bulletin station for ARRL. At the May 19th meeting, 
a 30 minute talk will be given concerning hurricane preparations for safety and security of 
persons and property. It was suggested that thought be given to extending the term of 
office in the chapter to 2 years. It was also suggested members sit with different persons 
for a better exchange of ideas. Guy, W4HVU ran a 11-minute tape which gave part of the 
career of AC4YN, a rare DX station in Tibet. The tape was narrated by Keith, G3DKS with 
his excellent diction. Bill, K4TF gave another of his trips down memory lane in radio 


including a quiz. 
—Reported by Charlie, KAKCN 
EVERGLADES CHAPTER: The April meeting of our chapter was held on April 14th at 
the Sweden House Restaurant on Federal Highway in Fort Lauderdale. We had an at- 
tendance of 44 members which is the final meeting of the season. We will resume in 
September with notices sent to all members. The guests were Sy, W2SI and Jim, 


WB4KOB. We were honored by the attendance of our fellow member Bill Halligan, W9AC 
of Hallicrafter fame. He looked very well and in good spirit. Dave, W2PF informed us of 
all the recent happenings of QCWA, the FCC and the ARRL. The program was put on by 
Don Ernsberger of Hewlitt-Packard Co. He demonstrated their new computer which uses 
a touch screen and an ink-jet printer. These were very remarkable machines. 
—Reported by Gerald Martin, K4DI 
SUNCOAST CHAPTER: Our chapter held their monthly meeting at Davy Jones’s 
Locker in Sarasota on April 4th with 65 members and guests present. Al Hodson presented 
a Century Club certificate to Robert Bookwalter. W4NWF. Jean Straub gave an in- 
teresting and informative talk on Hospice of Sarasota County. She told of the tasks they 
perform for terminally ill patients in their homes. They do far more than just seeing that 
they get proper medical care. 
—Reported by Bob Bookwalter, WANWF 
SUWANNEE CHAPTER: 61 members and guests attended our February meeting in . 
spite of the threatening weather. Leo, WIERR was in the North Florida Hospital and 
could not attend. We did welcome George, W4UKA after a lengthy illness. Charlie, W1WX 
was congratulated for his 62nd year as a ham. Fred, K4RX was thanked for a super slide 
program and in particular, pictures of the total eclipse were sensations]. We express our 
appreciation to Ed, K4BRC for his fine handling of the job of net control. He accepted our 
invitation to continue in that capacity. Jim, K2SN will chair the nominating Committee 
this year. It was voted to sell the PA system to the Silver Springs Radio Club. The next 
meeting will be on April 28th. We ask that all our members check their membership in 
QCWA Inc. 
—Reported by Hugh, W4JOP 


PELICAN CHAPTER: 50 members and guests were present at the April 16 meeting of 
the Pelican chapter at the Lamp Post Restaurant, St. Petersburg. It was a most enjoyable 
and successful meeting with excellent food. Lew Sieck, K4NE advised that the combined 
chapters of Gator, Pelican, Gulf Coast and Hernando have officially banded together and 
bid to host the QCWA national convention inthis area for 1985. The Piedmont Chapter also 
made a bid to host the convention, President Whitley, W4CZS appointed Blanche, W4GXZ, 
Lew Sieck, K4NE and Herm Witman, K4EGM as a committee to bring our by-laws up to 
a current status. It was also agreed to meet with the Gator Chapter on June 9th at Chief 
Charlie’s Restaurant in Dunedin to meet our QCWA National President Stu Meyer, 
W2GHK. This meeting will automatically cancel our regular June meeting. There will be 
no meeting during July and August and the Lamp Post Restaurant will probably be our 
meeting place for the September meeting. Jack, W4PLW advised that the weekly 
Saturday morning net on 3930 KHz at 10 a.m. will continue during the summer months. We 
will hold our annual picnic on May 16th at the Seminole Lake Park. We always have a 
great time at these picnics with fun and games and good food. 

—Reported by Art Monsees, W4BK 

HERNANDO CHAPTER: Our 2nd meeting was attended by 45 members and guests on 
April 20th at the Omaha Restaurant in Brooksville and we had our own private room. We 
meet the 3rd Tuesday of each month. Everyone is welcome. We order from the menu and 
we each take care of our own bill. The food and service is excellent. It was agreed to 
purchase a chapter banner. We also voted to join the Tampa Bay chapters in hosting the 
1985 QCWA national convention in 1985. A 60-year certificate was awarded to Tennyson 
Freck, W4WL. We received a $20.00 donation from the Hernando County Amateur Radio 
Assn. HCARA has given us permission to use the 2 meter 146.715 Brooksville repeater for 
our 2 P.M. QCWA net each Tuesday. We appreciate their good-will and cooperation, anda 
vote of thanks to WB4EXA Pat, HCARA President and Dave, WA8UIO owner, trustee and 
engineer of the repeater. The next meeting dates are June 19, July 17 and August 21 so why 
not join us. 

—Reported by Regis, W4ILE 

HIGHLANDS CHAPTER: Our April meeting at the Ranch Haus in Avon Park was well 
attended in spite of a very heavy downpour of rain at lunchtime. Lake Wales members got 
there as did a VE3 guest who saw the announcement in the SUNDAY NEW-SUN. We are 
beginning to lose some of our W8 members who go back north. It makes it hard to invite 
Program speakers when you cannot be sure of many listeners. The membership voted to 
pe ha monthly meetings and with five QCWW lady members in the crowd, those here 

come. 
—Reported by Phil, W4BCZ 


SUWANNEE CHAPTER: Our chapter held its bi-monthly meeting at the Holiday Inn at 
Silver Springs on April 28 with 50 members and guests enjoying the buffet, business 
meeting and program. President Ray, WIRFE complimented Hugh, W4JOP and his XYL, 
Connie, on the fine newsletter for the month of April and reported that the mailing list 
label project is now on computer which will save the Secretary considerable time on 
future mailings. Ray outlined the program planning for the balance of the year and ap- 
pointed George, W4UKA and Jack, K4THX as the Audit Committee for 1984 to report to the 
incoming president in 1985. Harry, KALEKD was requested to prepare a news report for 
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Florida Skip on the meetings to be held in June and August and to send them to K4JMH. 
Eli Nannis, K4JMH was guest speaker and he gave a report on the Air Traffic Control 
System and showed slides of the Boston Air Traffic Control Center. The next meeting will 
be at the same location on June 23rd and Vice President Harry Crowley will preside 
during the President’s summer absence. We welcome new members and visitors at all 
times and reservations should be made with Hugh Henline, W4JOP. 

—Reported by Ray Chartier, WIRFE 


NOTICE: When does your amateur license expire? When have you 
looked at it last? Maybe it’s already expired! We give one day service 
on FCC 610 forms. Send a SASE (that means self addressed stamped 
envelope), No. 10 (business size) to: Florida Skip, Box 501, Miami 
Springs, FL 33266 for your free form. — Editor. 


NETS Fm P 9 
writing, John should be back home in High Springs on the road to recovery. 

Ken WD4NYY was in the hospital for awhile but is now home recuperating. 

The XYL of Earl WX4J is in the hospital at this writing and is resting comfortably. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you for a speedy and successful recovery. 

The Net would like to welcome Frank N4EDH and Chuck KC4VK back to active par- 
ticipation in net activities again after being off for sometime. 

Walt WA4QXT has been off the air for the last couple of weeks this month. Some say he 
has rig trouble but rumor has it that he is off on some fishing and camping safari. 

Net statistics are as follows: 

100% Checkins: K4AJV, N4PL, WD4ADL, WF4Y, WD4IUI, WD4HBP, W4AHI, 
WA4NDA, and K4BLM. 

90% or better: KA4EAD, W8ER, K4VND, N4EWB, N4EWF, and K4YX0. 

70% or better: N4EOW, WD4DRM, N4BKY, KF4RR, WX4J, WD4EQB, WD4HUZ, 
N4BOY, WA4PUD, and WA4PUP. 

NCS’s were: WB4YQP 4, N4PL 5, N4EWF 8, NS4C 3, KF4GZ1, KF4RV 1, WF4Y2. 

TPTN Reps were: WB4ADL 23, WX4J 1, K4BZS 1, N4EDH 2. 

FAST Net Reps were: N4EDH 2, WB4ADL 25, K4BZS 1, WB4TZR 1, KA4VXT 1. 

QFN Reps were: WA4QXT 1, WB4YQP 1, K4VND 6, WF4Y 6, NY4E 3, AA4FG 5, KB9LT 
3, KMAN 3. See you on 3950. Bring Traffic! 


NOTICE PHOTOGRAPHERS 
FLORIDA SKIP is about out of photos. How about sending 
in one you and your station? We also need club and public 
service event photos. Please give details about person in pix 


for a cutline. Black & white or color will do, as long as photo 
is clear and not too dark. 


Many thanks. Editor 


REMEMBER....WHEN YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS, PLEASE 
GIVE US YOUR OLD ADDRESS AS WELL AS YCUR NEW: 

WE FILE CARDS BY CALL SIGN & PLATES BY ZIP NUM-BERS 
73 BETTY CLARK, W4GGQ BUSINESS MGR. 


CASA 
MARCONI 
INC. 


“FIRST” PRE-OWNED 
RADIO COMMUNICATION 


EQUIPMENT 
IN MIAMI: AE 
2290 N.W. 28 ST. 


MIAMI, FL 33142 (2nd Floor) 
(305) 634-9059 


WE ACCEPT 
CONSIGNMENTS 


BRING YOUR OLD RADIO 
JULIO UTRERA YV5FSR/W4 
73 & DX 
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CLEARWATER AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 
By Eli Nannis, K4AJMH 

Our club meetings are now held back at the Red Cross Headquarters in Clearwater and 
the attendance at the April 12th meeting was a big 53 members and guests. George K4ISS 
was the guest speaker and he gave a very entertaining talk on how to run transmitter 
hunts and a demonstration of the equipment which he built for this project. Lee WB4TEJ 
advised that more than $10,000 has been raised for the Boy’s Club in Pinellas Park at the 
hamfests held at the Boy’s Club hall. Lee also displayed caps which will be available to all 
club members. There was a great deal of amateur literature available for the taking at 
the meeting. Radio equipment from 2 estates were on display and for sale with most of the 
proceeds going to our club. 

Jim W4DPH, treasurer, advised that he received an anonymous donation of $100 for our 
treasury and it was greatly appreciated. Lee WB4TEJ and Charlotte WB4PEL our Public 
Service representatives have been extremely busy attending meetings and organizing 
communication for the many events taking place in the Tampa Bay area. Both WB4TEJ 
and WB4PEL are doing a fine job with very little reward for their time and services to our 
club and the community. Rex W4GPL, the ARRL Emergency Coordinator advised that 
RACES will take over the communications in the emergency shelters which was 
originally manned by REACT. Our club purchased the 37/97 repeater from the Tampa 
Bay Repeater Assn. The repeater is located in Largo and it is an open repeater with an 
open auto patch and it has excellent coverage. 

Our Thanks to Jim W4DPH for helping us obtain the repeater and our paid up mem- 
bership went up from 47 to 107 and still growing. This greater membership will allow us to 
give a greater service to our community. We now have a very fine newsletter “The 
Clearwater Connection” and we hope to get some advertising to help pay the cost of the 
printing. We do not have an area to run Field Day as yet but we are investigating several 
places. The Board voted to accept Jani KO4J’s resignation as 2nd Vice President and 
Radio Office. We are all sorry to see Jani go as he was big asset to our club but he is 
returning to his homeland. Our next meeting on May 10th, we will have talk and demon- 
stration by Dan Whipkey N3DN on “‘A Keyboard Keyer and Code Practice System” which 
he developed and it was printed in January issue of QST. We will have a ham radio auction 
at the meeting. F 


METROPOLITAN REPEATER ASSOCIATION 
\ By Eli Nannis, KAJMH 

At our club meeting on April 26th, we had a good attendance wtih 56 members and 
guests. Alan WB4ZVO advised that he will be setting up the mailbox vocabulary and the 
ID very soon on the club repeater 147.36. The program was an audio-visual presentation 
explaining the model ordinance for flood management and the need for it in simple non- 
technical terms. The speaker was from the Southwest Florida Water Management 
District. 

Jani KO4J reported that our club will soon have repeaters working on 6 meters, 10 
meters, 220 and 440 very soon. The Board appointed N4DKN as trustee. Al WB4BFG ad- 
vised that he is planning a breakfast at Lake Seminole in the near future and that there 
will be a hayride on May 19th. Nolan W4VXF was commended for his fine job in running 
classes for amateur exams. He adivsed that he has number of persons who will be taking 
the exams early in May. 

The Clearwater Suncoast hamfest will take place as scheduled on Nov. 24, 25 in 
Clearwater and the dates for the 1985 convention will be October 12, 13, 1985. Two new 
members were welcomed in, W8SPX and KI4FW. Bob K4DKN will be in charge of Field 
Day and it will be held on the Smith Industries grounds near the St. Peter- 
sburg/Clearwater Airport. Every club is requested to make at least one contact. 
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EXCELLENT 
FOR AMATEUR RADIO 
by ALUMA 
HIGHEST QUALITY 


60 Ft. Aluminum, 


atte 40 Stee! 
cau = = ALUMINUM & STEEL camel 


>¥& TELESCOPING 


(CRANK UP) 
WW GUYED (stack-up) 
x TILT-OVER MODELS 
Easy to install. Low Prices. 
Crank-ups to 100 ft. 


Special Four Section 50 ft. Van Mounted 
Crank-up—Perfect for Fast-in; Fast-out situations. 


Over 36 types aluminum 
and steel towers made— 
specials designed and 

made—write for details 


Tea) go 
4 =o x 
CALL OR WRITE FOR SPECIFIC LITERATURE—ALL FREE— 


ALUMA TOWER CO. 
BOX 2806FS 


VERO BEACH, FLA. 32960 
(305) 567-3423 TELEX 80-3475 


THE STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE 
EXL-5000 COMMUNICATIONS TERMINAL 
@ RITY @ ASCII e DUAL AMTOR* @ CW e 


*DUAL AMTOR - COMMERCIAL QUALITY: THE EXL-5000 
INCORPORATES TWO COMPLETELY SEPARATE MODEMS 
TO FULLY SUPPORT THE AMATEUR AMTOR CODES AND 
ALL OF THE CCIR RECOMMENDATIONS 476-2 FOR 
COMMERCIAL REQUIREMENTS. 


1 YEAR LIMITED 
WARRANTY 


EVERYTHING BUILT-IN 
NOTHING ELSE TO BUY 


Code Morse (CW: contains Kana), Baudot (RTTY), ASCII (RTTY), JIS (RTTY), Display Output 5" high resolution, delayed persistence green monitor — 

ARQ/FEC (AMTOR) provides sharp clear image with no jiggle or jitter even 
Characters Alphabet, Figures, Symbols, Special Characters, Kana under fluorescent lighting. Also has a provision for 
Speed Morse Receiving: 5-100 Words/Minute (AUTOTRACK) composite video signal output. . 

Transmitting: 5-100 Words/Minute (weight 1:3-1:6) . Interface for printer Centronics Compatible Parallel Interface 

RTTY (Baudot, ASCII, JIS) 12-300 Baud Number of Characters Screen Format/Page: 40 characters x 16 lines 

TTL (Baudot, ASCII, JIS) 12-600 Baud - Displayed x 2 Pages 

ARQ/FEC 100 Baud Battery Back-Up 72 characters x 7 channels, 24 characters x 8 channels 
Input AF Input Impedance: CW and RTTY 500 ohms - Memory 

TTL Level Input: Common to CW, RTTY, ASCII Buffer Memory 160 characters 
Time Clock Displays month, date, hour and minute on the screen. Power Supply AC 100-120V/220-240V 50/60Hz + DC 13.8V, 2A 
Color Light grey with dark grey trim — matches most current Dimensions 363(W) x 121(H) x 351(D)mm: Terminal Unit 


transceivers. 


EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR: DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER OR TO ORDER: are, | 
AMATEUR-WHOLESALE ELECTRONICS TOLL FREE .. . 800-327-3102 VISA MasterCard... 
8817 S.W. 129th Terrace, Miami, Florida 33176 Telephone (305) 233-3631 Telex: 80-3356 tee 79 te] 

MANUFACTURER ET 
TONO CORPORATION KKK HHH HHH HK HH HHH HHI IK IK KEKE 

(98 Motosoja Machi, Maebashi-Shi, 371, Japan = 1IGEMINI 10X PRINTERS!! <3 
* 


* PLEASE CALL FOR SPECIAL PRICE % 
SKK KH HH HHH HHH HHH HHH HHH HHH HHH KH HHH HE 
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ANNOUNCING 
THE 11+h ANNUAL 


GREATER JACKSONVILLE 


HANFEST 


AUGUST 4+h AND Sth AT THE ORANGE PARK KENNEL CLUB 
NORTHERN FLORIDA SECTION ARRL CONVENTION 


X¥ MAJOR EXHIBITORS ¥ MAJOR PRIZE ON SATURDAY XxX 
X¥ MAJOR DRAWING ON SUNDAY % AMATEUR LICENSE EXAMS Xx 
¥*X ACRES OF FREE PARKING * HOURLY PRIZES Xx 


$4.44 REGISTRATION 
SWAP TABLES $9. @@ one day — $15. 68 for weekend 


ATTENTION EXHIBITORS 
** ros URE  * hie ieee he 


ot ign up e or booth spa by Ju rose os st and receive a 25% discount on 
xhibitor space plus tee ee promoti of your attendance = an your 
ha mfe ree i He at in our area aye newsletters. Contact Billy 


Willi N4UF at P.O. Box 9673 Jacksonville, Florida 32208. Phone 
757-6289" (work) or 765-3230 (home). Ask about our special room! 


CLUBS Fm P. 12 
Our club meets the 4th Thursday of each month at the Freedom Federal S & L in the 
Keene Plaza on Easy Bay Blvd., Largo. Everyone is welcome to attend. 


KNIGHTS OF THE KILOCYCLE < 
“World’s oldest continuous phone net”’ 
By Phil McMasters, W4BCZ 

The knights were very fortunate to have our long-time Chaplain out of the Hospital on 
Easter Sunday for his usual invocation. He did re-enter the Hospital for Su: ery on his 
back which was successful so that he can now touch the floor again, and was back on the 
job the following net meeting. W4GUJ John Witherspoon wishes that “MURPHY” would 
take his law and go back to wherever. It was not bad enough that his car got wrecked in 
Georgia, he had to go ona trip to west Florida and fall and break his hip. The first surgery 
had to be looked over in the F't. Walton Beach Hospital, where he spent a couple of weeks, 
then a move to one in Gainesville (which is not quite so lonely as he does have a two meter 
rig there). After I mail this I expect he will be back with his family. 

W1HXK Bill of Lake Panasofki had to be placed in the intensive care unit of the Crystal 
River Hospital, trouble breathing, history of emphasema, hope he is back with us soon. 
W4KOH has been released from her stay in Walker Memorial Hospital for a heart failure 
session and Dr. Wm. F. Crick of Sarasota says weigh every day and don’t gain 2 pounds on 
any one day, would mean her meat to Dacron Graft was leaking, Her 1979 operation was 
one of the first of that kind. W4BCZ (this guy) found out that a pacemaker (external VFO) 
was not going to be necessary. 

N4XvV will have his 5 checkins when you read this and will be a full member. You all call 
in at7:30 A.M. 3910 ““KILOCYCLES” and join us. 


TAMPA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC., W4DUG 
By ‘‘Cy” Connolly, W4DVO 

Well, here it is Field Day time again. This year it will be June 23/24, 1984. Club is getting 
ready, committees, etc. Plan on outing same place as last year. That is through kindness 
of our good member Frank Hegedus, WA4JWW, the use of his beautiful home and 5 acres, 
Lutz, Fla. 

Larry Gisbert, KR4X, in charge of program, assisted by Frank, K4EUK, Art, KA4WNZ, 
Gordon, WB4RHY, and the entire club membership. Club has recently secured RTTY 
Model - ASR 28, which now is set for 100 wpm. This is a good acquisition for Florida State 
Fair and any large volune of sponsored traffic. Bud Kelleher, KB4F'VM has new antenna. 
It is HY-GAIN-HI-TOWER and will be on all bands! 

Boy Scouts Jamboree, Pinellas County, June 5th, will have booth and message center. 
K4EUK, Frank, will expedite out-of-state traffic. FB, Pancho! Joe Warren, Tampa, now 
KI4IZ, got new call when renewed new license, which is for 10 years now. Joe has put up 
new antenna and trying old 160 meters. Looks like we’ve turned full circle to where we 
started. Our W4DUG rig at Fla. State Fair Grounds, April 7/8, last, and we handled 458 
outgoing messages via 2 meters. Also rig on 75 meter sideband. Members there gave 
numerous demonstrations to Girl Scouts and other visitors. K4EUK, NJ40 and Gordon, 
WB4RHY, and others did a fine job there! We’re proud of you’ns! 

Noticed Jim Howell, W4LLN, at club meeting April 14th. Jim handles Marine Radio 
Service, Tampa area. Larry, KR4X, helping out at WPD (The Wireless Station) ; brings 
back memories of original founder, George Warner. I cut my teeth there on a quench gap! 
Mildred Johnson, XYL of silent key Rhea Johnson, W4YY, donted to the club the trans- 
mitter from Rhea’s station. Thanks, Mildred! Art, KA4WNZ and Frank, K4EUK rebuilt 
power supply for club station. H.V. final-linear. All for now, take care and 73. 


BROWARD AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
Y By Betts Barry, WA4MJI 

Lawdy! Didn’t it rain! However, a brief but heavy thunderstorm only added to the fun of 
the picnic on May 5 at C.B. Smith Park. The chicken, smoked and then barbecued by 
Marty De Vita at his Lone Star Cafe, was the best ever, and the ladies provided a delicious 
spread. The Silver Line Express provided rollicking country tunes, adding greatly to the 
festivities. We laughed, we joked, we ATE, we met new people, but most of all, we ap- 
preciated Roseann Terrill, Kathy Lewis, WD4PQM, Phyllis Waszak, Ruth Baer, and their 
spouses for their efforts. Where were YOU? We missed you. 

We have several new functions added to the repeater. Each one requires a prefix code 
given out at the April meeting. Features available to all members are the Touch Tone pad 
test, Auto-patch, Emergency Auto-patch, and Time of Day. For members who have Speed 
Dial numbers are the Speed Dia] Auto-patch, Reverse Auto-patch, which enables family 
members to reach them via the repeater, and a Mailbox, whereby one speed dial holder 
may leave a message for another on the repeater for retrieval. Things are lively at 
146.31/91! 

Summer’s a-comin’, and we wish you alla fine vacation. For those of us remaining here, 
please check in to our nets — Swap Net at 8 P.M. Mondays, followed by the Technical Net 
— both hosted by Cy, W4MAQ, and the Emergency Net Wednesdays at 7:30 P.M. with 
Eric, K7LCA as net control. 


INDIAN RIVER AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
By Gloria Wallace, KA4ZCD 
My, where does the months go? The time just seems to fly and nothing ever gets done. 
At least not around the Wallace house. Been beautiful weather and I hope all of you have 
been out getting the sun, working on your antennas and all that stuff. 
The people who missed the April meeting certainly missed a fine slide program put on 


SURPLUS ELECTRONICS 


And other Surplus Items... NEW and USED ... All at Sur- 
plus Prices, Largest transformer stock in Central Florida. 
Motors —Gears—Gadgetry— Circuit Boards —Electronic Compo- 
nents & Har dware—Test Equipment —Meters—Gauges —Elec- 
tronic Racks and Tons of other Hard-to-Find Items. - 


Skycratt Parts 
and Surplus =. ¢< 


2245 W. Fairbanks Ave. 
Winter Park, FL 32789 
at |-4:and Fairbanks Phone 305-628-5634 


by Bill, WB4WYG. Bill and several of the local hams went to sea to see (that ain’t double 
oe a missile launch. They were really beautiful pics Bill and I think all enjoyed 
em. 

The next meeting is 24th of May and the speaker is to be our own David Zielke who is to 
give a program on LASERS. David has won scholarship funds for his research project this 
past year in the use of Lasers and Computers. Our congratulations to David for his ac- 
complishments. 

Field Day plans are progressing and it is hoped that we will have a firm commitment on 
a site for the next meeting. Volunteers are needed for station operation, along that same 
line, the IRARC trailer has been to the St. Mary’s Fair and to gun Day so we are getting 
some needed exposure and we sure can use the PR. 

Dick, W4YWA is doing a fine job of writing the IRARC news for the combined newsletter 
a we BRA. It is nice to get all that information. Don’t forget the meeting on the 24th. 

sall. 


FELLOWSHIP AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. 
By Dee Knox, KA4VAX 

Our April meeting featured a 28 minute VHS format presentation on the 
STS-9 Space Shuttle Columbia with WS5LFL, Dr. Owen Garriott and a 
number of the HAMS around the world who were fortunate to make contact 
with the First HAM in Space. Program Committee Chairman Helen, WK4H 
announced that our May meeting would feature WA4YDK, Elliott Kleiman, 
who would enlighten us about the World of Computers and their relationship 
to HAM radio. 


Our Wednesday Night Trade Net is continuing to be one of the weekly 
“fun highlights”’ of the world of HAM radio. Those of you who have items to 
trade, those of you looking for items of trade .. or anyone just wishing to 
*‘check-in’’ are cordially invited to join Frank, K2VIX and his able assistants 
at 7 p.m. every Wednesday on 147.21 Mhz. 

A recent “‘first’? for Dade County and South Florida was a “‘link”’ and 
“relay”? practice session when the Dade County Emergency Net and the 
Fellowship Amateur Radio Club’s repeater hooked up for .a simulated 
emergency. Everything went well and it was excellent practice for all of us. 
Fellowship members are encouraged to check-in to the DEN each Wednesday 
evening at 8 p.m. Never know when the practice will come in handy. 


PROPAGATION MOVES FAA NET 


Propagation has forced us to move the FAA Retiree’s 
Sunday Net to 3972 kHz. The net will start at 0830 EDT. 
We expect this to hold until late fall or winter. All EX 
FAA Retirees most welcome to join us. 73 Mitch WN4F. 


— 


July 28 thru Aug. 10, 1984 
Our 25th year 
TAKE A VACATION WITH A PURPOSE THIS YEAR 


Join students from around the world at 


OAK HILL’S 
SILVER ANNIVERSARY 


Over 25 years of successful teaching experience means up- 
grading is as easy as 1-2-3. 
Your vacation is spent in the beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains 
of Virginia with expert instructors in friendly surroundings 
and with excellent accommodations. 
Oak Hill also has a ham lab set up for all to use. 
Courses offered are: 
Novice to General 
General or Tech to Advanced 
Advanced to Extra 
Learn—don’t just memorize the answers to the exam questions. 
GiLAPETERSAK4ONJ, Directories aan wy 
| Oak Hill Academy Amateur Radio Session | 
Box 43, Mouth of Wilson, VA 24363 


Name Add. 


City/State/Zip 


eee eee 
mr eee eee ee ee —]| 
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BYRNES BYTES 
By Arthur J. Byrnes 

‘Big Blue’ has once again taken the computer industry by 
storm. The IBM PCjr has caused a lot of talk, it had people talking 
for months before its introduction. The rumors about ‘‘the peanut”’ 
had it doing everything but your shoes. 

The jr surprised me. I thought that I was buying a machine that I 
would use for the duration of my project then stack in the closet 
(with my Timex 1000). I was wrong! 

The keyboard is definitely not a typewriter style, as on the VIC-20 
or TI-99, but it is nothing like the Timex 1000 either. The keys are 
properly spaced, unlike the scrunched keys on the TI-99, and they 
do provide excellent tactile feed back, unlike the Timex. A touch- 


typist will have very little problem adapting to the keyboard, anda 


two-finger typist will have no problem. 

The best thing about the PCjr keyboard is the infrared link to the 
processor unit. The infrared link allows you to sit in your favorite 
easy chair and control the machine from across the room without a 
cord stretching across the floor. The only limitation is that the 
computer has to be able to ‘‘see” the keyboard Infrared signal. The 
computer doesn’t seem to make errors detecting the keyboard, it 
either puts the proper character on the screen, or it gives a beep to 
say that it can’t tell what key is pressed. 

The 64k of the jr is almost all user available memory. The 
available memory of the Commodore 64 (and most other 8 bit 
machines) is much less than 64k, usually about half, because the 
operating system and basic interpreter use part of the ram. The 
system and interpreter of the jr use only about 2k of ram, the rest is 
in rom. This leaves 62940 bytes of free memory (compare that to 
your machine). 

The PCjr disk drive is double sided, double density, which allows 
360k of storage, on one disk! My Model I TRS-80 only stores 83k on 
the same disk. the drive seems to operate flawlessly, with very 
little noise. 


and Touch-Tone capability. 


T.T. KIT IN YOUR MIKE FOR $20.00 


vou N.P.S.INC. 
from Nia 
} 
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PCS-4000 2 Meter F.M. 
* PCS-4300 440MH2 TO 450 MH2 
* PéS-4500 6 Meter F.M. 


PCS-4800 10 Meter F.M. 
Looks & Size same as Famous 
PCS-4000. Has ALL Features! 


We'll Beat Any Price in This Issue nes 
* Both 4300 & 4500 have Built-in Tone 


AZDEN Service Manuals: PCS 4000-$9 ea./ PCS 300 & 3000 —$5ea. 
FOR PCS 3000- WE WILL ASSEMBLE AND MOUNT 


1138 BOXWOOD AD. 
JENKINTOWN,: PA. 19046 


The screen width is selectable either 20, 40, or 80 characters wide. 
But the 80 width is hard to read without an RBG monitor. The 
graphics resolution is 200 by 600. 

The version of Microsoft Basic used on the PCjr is fairly com- 
plete, it includes LLIST and LPRINT, so you don’t have to fool with . 
all that ‘““OPEN”’ or ‘“‘PRNo.1’’ stuff, when you want to use the 
printer. It also has PEEK and POKE, which some manufacturers 
tend to leave out. The DOS is also by Microsoft, so many programs 
written for MS-DOS may work on the PCjr. 

Since the PCjr is closely compatable with the bigger IBM PC, 
many ham programs written for the PC should work with the PCjr 
with minor changes or no changes at all. 

The PCjr at about $700 for the entry model, or $1300 for the 
enhanced model is not cheap. But, I’d bet that “Big Blue” isn’t 
likely to go belly up from losses, just look at the financial problems 
the cheap computer makers are having. 

I hope to review other computer products for the readers of ' 
SKIP. If you have a specific item you would like to see reviewed, or 
if you manufacture a product that you think SKIP readers would be 
interested in, drop me a line. 73’s till next month, Arthur J. Byrnes, 
P.O. Box 478, Holly Hill, Florida 32017. 


HELP! HELP! MURPHY HAS STRUCK AGAIN 

The new Florida Repeater Council Frequency Coordinator Tom 
King needs your help now!!! In the transition of records from the 
last frequency coordinator, certain vital data of the dataset were 
obliterated. (POW KAPUT) You that have computers know what 
it’s all about. 

If you are the licensee of a repeater in the State of Florida get in 
touch with him now! Tom needs the name of the licensee, address, 
phone, exact location of repeater (lat. and log), E.R.P., height of 
antenna, closed or open rptr., pl tone if used, and link frequencies. 
ALL INFORMATION WILL BE HELD IN STRICT CONFIDENCE. 

For further info contact Tom King, WB4ILH, 3718 Eastview Ave., 
West Palm Beach, FL 33407. Phone: 305-848-8842 after 6 p.m. 


» PCS-4000™ 
.. AZDEN 


FEATURE #1 


Touchtone 
in a mike 


FEATURE # 2 


OPTIONAL BACK LIGHTED KEY PAD ADD $10.00 


KEY PAD MIKE AUTO DIALER MIKE 
$68o° * $9goo * 
WITH LED LIGHTED KEY PAD ADD $10.00 
* Add $2.00 packing shipping & insurance. Check/Money Order — 
C.0.D. Add $2.00. 


** With AZDEN Mike Plug attached, : 
-Also available for other 2 meter rigs. 


Sorat 
= (215)884-6010 


1138 BOXWOOD RO. JENKINTOWN, PA 19046 answers MACHINE 


Sarrret 
(215)884-6010 


A24HR 
ANSWER'G MACHINE 


(215)884-6010 


{ JPC/AZDEN’ 


4000 SERIES 
TRANSCEIVERS 


10 METERS & DOWN 


FM 


tte 


ee 


COMMERCIAL-GRADE | 
QUALITY AT AMATEUR PRICES 


THE 4000 SERIES « WIDE FREQUENCY COVERAGE: PCS-4000 
covers 142.000-149.995 MHz in selectable steps 
of 5 or 10 kHz. PCS-4200 covers 220.000-224.995 
MHz in selectable steps of 5 or 20 kHz. PCS-4300 
covers 440.000-449.995 MHz in selectable steps 
of 5 or 25 KHz. PCS-4500 covers 50.000-53.995 
MHz in selectable steps of 5 or 10 KHz. PCS-4800 
covers 28.000-29.990 MHz.in selectable steps of 
100r20kHz. . 


+ CAP/MARS BUILT IN: PCS-4000 includes cover- 
age of CAP. and MARS frequencies. 


¢ TINY SIZE: Only 2"H x 5.5"W x 6.8’D. COMPARE! 


¢ MICROCOMPUTER CONTROL: At the forefront 
of technology! 

« UP TO 8 NONSTANDARD SPLITS: Ultimate ver- 
satility. COMPARE! 

* 16-CHANNEL MEMORY IN TWO 8-CHANNEL 
BANKS: Retains frequency and standard simplex 
or plus/minus offsets. Standard offsets are 600 kHz 
for PCS-4000, 1.6 MHz for PCS-4200, 5 MHz for 
PCS-4300, 1 MHz for PCS-4500, and 100 KHz for 
PCS-4800. 

¢ DUAL MEMORY SCAN: Scan memory banks 
either separately or together. COMPARE! 

« TWO RANGES OF PROGRAMMABLE BAND 
SCANNING: Limits are quickly reset. Scan the two 
segments either separately or together. COMPARE! 

* FREE AND VACANT SCAN MODES: Free scan- 
ning stops 5 seconds on a busy channel: auto- 
resume can be overridden if desired. Vacant 
scanning stops on unoccupied frequencies. 

* DISCRIMINATOR SCAN CENTERING (AZDEN 
EXCLUSIVE PATENT): Always stops on frequency. 

* TWO PRIORITY MEMORIES: Either may be 
instantly recalled at any time. COMPARE! 

* NICAD MEMORY BACKUP: Never lose the pro- 
grammed channels! 

« FREQUENCY REVERSE: The touch of a single 
button inverts the transmit and receive frequencies, 


PCS-4800 10-m FM Transceiver 


Pee alia 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR: 
AMATEUR-WHOLESALE ELECTRONICS 


8817 S.W. 129th Terrace, Miami, Florida 33176 Telephone (305) 233-3631 
MANUFACTURER: i 


JAPAN PIEZO CO., LTD. 
1-12-17 Kamirenjaku, Mitaka, Tokyo, 181 Japan. 


EXCLUSIVE a)YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY! COMPARE! 


Telex: 781-2822452 


a — . — 


m FM Transceiver 


no matter what the offset. 


+ ILLUMINATED KEYBOARD WITH ACQUISITION 
TONE: Unparalleled ease of operation. 


* BRIGHT GREEN LED FREQUENCY DISPLAY: 
Easily visible, even in direct sunlight. 


¢ DIGITAL S/RF METER: Shows incoming signal 
strength and relative power output. 


* BUSY-CHANNEL AND TRANSMIT INDICATORS: 
Bright LEDs show when a channel is busy and 
when you are transmitting. 


* FULL 16-KEY TOUCHTONE™ PAD: Keyboard 
functions as autopatch when transmitting (except 
in PCS-4800). 


¢ PL TONE: Optional PL tone unit allows access to 
private-line repeaters. Deviation and tone frequency 
are fully adjustable. 


* TRUE FM: Not phase modulation. Unsurpassed 
intelligibility and audio fidelity. 

¢ HIGH/LOW POWER OUTPUT: 25 or 5 watts 
selectable in PCS-4000; 10 or 1 watt selectable in 
PCS-4200, PCS-4300, PCS-4500, and PCS-4800. 
Transmitter power is fully adjustable. 


* SUPERIOR RECEIVER: Sensitivity is 0.2 uVor 
better for 20-dB quieting. Circuits are designed and 
manufactured to rigorous specifications for excep- 
tional performance, second to none. COMPARE! 


« REMOTE-CONTROL MICROPHONE: Memory 
A-1 call, up/down manual scan, and memory 
address functions may be performed without 
touching the front panel! COMPARE! 

* OTHER FEATURES: Dynamic microphone, rugged 
built-in speaker, mobile mounting bracket, remote 
speaker jack, and all cords, plugs, fuses, and 
hardware are included. 

« ACCESSORIES: CS-7R 7-amp ac power supply, 
CS-4.5R 4.5-amp ac power supply, CS-AS remote 
speaker, and Communications Specialists SS-32 
PL tone module. 


* ONE YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY! 


TOLL FREE...800-327-3102 
Telex: 80-3356 
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Licensed 1959 and today. 

Apply: QCWA Hg, 1409 

Cooper Dr., Irving, TX 

75061. See QCWA elsewhere. 
NET 
gACH 
TUESDAY =ang ALL YLs are 
.AM pienet 
3933kHz 4 
Pres. W4GXZ VP: KA4MEW- 
Secty. WB4AUR_ Tres. W4WPD 


Office: (305) 235-3131 
Eves: 251-6457 


GERALD R. SKINNER, 
K4LVZ 


Realtor-Associate 


Member Broker SHIRLEY M. SKINNER, | 

SOUTHDADE a horasscce 
15757 S. Dixie Highway 

REALTORS Miami, Florida 33157 


WANTED — WANTED — WANTED 
NEW UNUSED TUBES 
We have largest stock of unused tubes. 
Will trade or purchase your unused 
excess tubes. All inquiries will be 
answered promptly. 


U.N. ELECTRONICS, INC. 


9808 NW 6&0 Ave. Bay 10L 
Hialeah Gardens, FL 33016 
Phone (305) 821- 3114 


TONY TOULIS 
GLADES RESTAURANT 


and 
TONY'S ‘tBack Door’ 


LOUNGE 
U.S. 27 Clewiston FL 
Open 6 a.m. til! 9 p.m. 33440 
Tony -KI4X 


MILK ———— 


NATURES MOST NEARLY PERFECT 
COMPLETE FOOU 
W4GM — E.C. “Clark “” Mattson 
Okeechobee, Florida 


Producers uf Grade A Milk 


INSURANCE120 
Henry P. (Whitey) Holmes, CPCU, C.I.C. 
WA4LGR 


DEWEY INSURANCE AGENCY, INC. 
625 N.E. 124 Street 
North Miami, Florida 33161 
893-8090 


BE PROUD TO BE 
AN AMERICAN ! ! 


ARMY MARS 
HOW TO SINK A 40-FOOT GROUND 
ROD — THE EASY WAY 
By dick, AAR4PP 


FREE REAL ESTATE CATALOG! 


Cavender 


CORPORATION 


Realtors Since 1957 


1200 U.S. 27 NORTH - P.O. DRAWER 1083 
LAKE PLACID, FLORIDA 33852 
(913) 445-4451 - 385-5133 


W4ZD-K4ZNB-WB4WHF- TI2AZ-TI2BEV 


HIALEAH ELECTRONIC, INC. 


(YOUR ELECTRONIC PARTS 
CENTER). 
Transistors — Tubes 


Dist. of RCA—GE—Raytheon 
B&K—Fluke—Beckman 
Test Equipment 
Wineauard T.V. Antenna 


Systems 
612 E. 9th Street Hialeah, FL 33010 
Phone 887-5936 


INTERFACE 
INTERNATIONAL 
CRYSTALS (G3DKS/W4) 
1000’s in stock - rapid 
delivery - 12 month’s 
warranty. Call (305) 
574-2414 or write 
1399 Freeport Drive, 
Deltona, FL 32725. 


ENGRAVED CALL & NAME BADGES 
_ DESK SETS & PLASTIC SIGNS 
LICENSE PLATES / QSL CARD HOLDERS 


FLORIDA CUSTOM 
PLASTICS 


— CUSTOM ENGRAVING — 
HARRY E. KEITH, KA4HWY 
P.O. Box 1617 or 9900 Unmerton Rd. N. 
56, Largo, FL 33541 (813) 584-5121 


Communications technician Kurt Straub WB9CRH came over to 
my place and sank a 40-foot copper ground rod, in about three 
quarters of an hour, without a bit of difficulty. And it was even 
easier for me, because I just watched. 

Kurt showed up with 4 ten-foot lengths of three-quarter-inch 
copper tubing. (He says you can do it with half-inch stock, but the 
three-quarter tube is stiffer and easier to manipulate. ) 

He sweat-soldered a pipe-thread adapter to one end of a length of 
the tubing, and then he screwed onto it a “‘pipe-thread to hose- 
thread” adapter. After which he attached my garden hose to the 
combination. 

You can guess some of the rest: holding the ‘‘open’’ end of the 
tube against the earth, he had me turn on the hose faucet, and he 
was in business — a slight rotation back-and-forth of the tubing and 
she dug her way into the sandy soild of Florida like your garden 
hose did when the neighbor’s kid paid you a Halloween visit. We 
turned off the water pressure when only about six inches of the 
tubing still protruded above the earth. 

After that it was just a matter of un-soldering the adapter combo 
from ine mostly-buried length of tubing and sweat-soldering it toa 
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second ten-foot length ... the other end of which length was 
coupled to the mostly buried tube by soldering on a straight ‘‘sweat- 
on” coupler. Turn on the hose again and away we went down... 
down. . . down, until we were 40 feet into the ground. . . 

Well, not quite. At 35 feet or so, the City water pressure proved 
insufficient to force the tubing down any further, because the 
aquifer was now sucking the water down as fast as the hose could 
supply it. So that left only 5 feet for sledge-hammer work, which is 
sure a lot easier than it would have been with the standard steel 


‘rods and a lot of muscle. Plus this WB9CRH ground rod is solid 


copper, not copper-plated steel which must eventually give way to 
rust, and you can solder your grounding-strap to this ground — no 
corroding clamps to worry about! 

So if you want this kind of a ground, go thou and do likewise: you 
need a small blow torch, solder, some extra flux, and the special 
couplers, which you can buy at Scotty’s, Home Depot, or any good 
plumbing supply house. Kurt suggests, if you find a stratus of 
“hard pan’’, that you cut or file some sawteeth on the end of the 
tubing, and use water and rotation to work your way through. 


VS 
& CRANERMEE” 


‘*‘THE LATEST IN NAME BRAND 
HAM EQUIPMENT’’ 


FEATURING... 
° ICOM e HUSTLER e AMECO “B&W 
“e KENWOOD e YAESU ¢ A.R.R.L.-QST e CUSHCRAFT 
« TEMPO ¢« BIRD ¢ CALL BOOKS © 73 MAGAZINE 
e LARSEN * DAIWA METERS’ e« BENCHER KEYS e SAXTON COAX 
e HY-GAIN « MOSLEY eW2AU PRODUCTS’ «NYE VIKING 
e TELEX e KENPRO ROTORS 


VISIT OUR USED GEAR DEPT. 


EQUIPMENT SOLD ON CONSIGNMENT 


LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS & 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 


925-0103 944-3383 


BROWARD DADE 


1351 STATE ROAD 84 « (8/10 MILE EAST OF I-95) 
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When touring 
FLORIDA 

be sure to 

visit the 
AMATEUR 
ELECTRONIC 
SUPPLY 
Branch Stores 
located at: 

621 Commonwealth Ave. 


ORLANDO 

AMATEUR 

ELECTRONIC SupPLy| Phone: (305) 894-3238 

621 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE Florida in-State WATS: 
ar” Jo 1-800-432-9424 
COAST Nationwide: 

1-800-327-1917 
es 

; HERNDON 1898 S 

ORLANDO, Florida ie ie CLEARWATER 

Phone: (813) 461-4267 


Lee 


COLONIAL DR. 


f= 
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Visit Our 
Wickliffe, Ohio 
(Cleveland area) 
Branch Store 
28940 Euclid Avenue 
Phone (216) 585-7388 
- Ohio in-state WATS 
1-800-362-0290 
Nationwide: 

1-800-321-3594 


Conveniently located on the far east side of Cleveland, just 4 blocks east of the Euclid Avenue exit of I-90. 


We're Growing! - and to serve you better, this large, modern Office and Warehouse complex will become the future mail orde 
Headquarters for AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


New AES Branch Store in LAS VEGAS at 1072 Rancho Road; Phone: (702) 647-3114; Outside Nevada WATS: 1-800-634-6227. 
In CHICAGO visit our Associate Store - ERICKSON COMMUNICATIONS at 5456 N. Milwaukee Avenue; Phone: (312) 631-5181 


Call Toll Free: 1-800-558-0411 reer ri cansis 


AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY: 


4828 W. Fond du Lac Avenue; Milwaukee, WI 53216 Phone (414) 442-4200 
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ASPECIAL PURPOSE FOR AMATEUR RADIO 
By Ed Hall, AF3S 

I’ve been thinking a lot recently about the value of Amateur 
Radio as a hobby to the individual. I’m sure we all love the hobby, 
and we probably have a greater percentage of ‘‘old-timers’’ than 
any other state. There is one group of people, however, who have a 
special need to be introduced to the hobby. I was a member of this 
group, but was not introduced to Ham Radio when I needed it most. 
I’m thinking of young people, specifically in the 9 to 13-year-old 
group, who are having trouble adjusting to life. I was a lonely child, 
intelligent, but with few friends and no incentive to do much. There 
are many others out there like me. Amateur Radio has so much to 
offer to these kids: the sense of achievement that some so 
frequently (first license, first contact, first DX contact, awards, 
contests, etc.), and the chance for a shy child to meet people in an 
easy way on the air, later to meet them in person wth a friendship 
already established. Ham Radio has so much to offer in an almost 
therapeutic way to these kids, with the added plus of potentially 
opening the way to an interesting career in electronics and/or 
computers. I think we should all make a special effort to find these 
kids, and introduce them to our hobby. 

I would like to hear from others of you who agree with me. We 
need to finds ways of locating these kids. I’ve thought of schools, 
meeting with both guidance counselors and PTA groups. It’s not an 
easy job finding these kids, for they aren’t the ones you usually see 
playing happily in the streets, or on the Little League fields or 
bowling alleys. They are hidden in their homes. Let us help make 
our hobby useful while adding to our ranks with potentially ex- 
cellent operators. 


THE VHFers ROOST 
Conducted by Peter S. Heins, KIFJM/4, 
19570 S.W. 264 St., Homestead, FL 33031 

Six Meters, The Magic Band continues to provide VHF excitement. At 00Z on 12 April, 
V3F'B, Belize, was into Miami and I finally worked Wayne for a new country; YS1ECB, CE, 
and LUs were in at the same time too. Propagation appeared to be Es to Central America 
and via Te to South America. Many LUs were heard in Miami at 2100Z on the 13th and 
CX4BA, Uruguay, was heard also. At one point that night, backscatter was noted also 
from state side amateurs. On May 01 from 00Z until at least 0200Z, a massive domestic ES 
opening took place with lots of 4, 5, 9 and 0 stations being worked from SFL; at one point 
the skip distance was only 550 miles, but I did not receive any 2 meter Es reports from that 
timeframe. KA4AEY, Cutler Ridge, (EL-95) has recently gotten active on 6 with an IC- 
560, 160 watt amplifier, and 4 element Telrex beam. Bob reports that he worked YS1ECB 
and LU8YYO on the evening of 03 May and that W4UWH/KP2(USVI) was loud for 2-1/2 
hours during early evening on the 6th. NFL stations should look for KA4AEY during Es 
openings because he promises to be very active this Es season. Remember to send your 
SMIRK $3 renewal to K5ZMS, 7158 Stone Fence, San Antonio, TX 78227. 

2 Meter and up tropo continues to be an intermittant highlight this month. At 1300Z on 
the 29th of April, Trans FL QSOs were being made with good signals. At 0530Z on the 30th, 
KB4CVN worked WD5KBZ, Brownsville, TX (EL-16) through the Homestead 40/00 
repeater ; signals from Brownsville were full quieting at the 1000 ft. antenna. Both W4IJE, 
Key Largo, and K1FJM/4 worked WD5KBZ on 144.2 SSB. He was well over S-9 in the Keys, 
but only S-7 in Homestead. W5HUQ, Orange Park, reports that between 22 and 27 April, he 
worked NC, SC, VA, and MD on both 2m and 432 Mhz tropo. The headline from W4WSR, 
Jupiter, is ““Oscar-10 foils 1296 Mhz record.’’ Ott was utilizing Mode ‘L’ of AO-10 on the 
morning of the 25th of April and got the ‘feeling’ that tropo was possible across the Gulf. 
He QSOed WB4LUA and W5GG (Dallas, TX) 5x9 on 432 and also worked Al, WB5LUA, on 2 
meters; they then decided to try 1296 Mhz because things had worked out so well on 70 
cm.Using 70 cm as a liaison frequency, Ott heard WB5LUA between S-2 and S-3 over the 
1076 mile path! However, no matter how hard WB5LUA listened, he was unable to hear 
Ott’s 200 watt 1296 Mhz signals and finally the band opening ended after about 30 minutes. 
Shortly thereafter, Ott discovered his 1296 Mhz transmitter was still hooked up to his 
satellite array pointed up and away from Texas! There are those who have and those who 
will. On the evening of the 26th, Ott reports that 2 meters and 432 were open to Western NC 
and VA too. W4WSR is up to 20 states on 2m. 

K1FO reports the following 2 meter antenna data: 


Name Gain(dBd) Boom length (ft.) 
11el Cushcraft 10.7 12.0 
20el Cush-colinear ‘12.1 Mudd 
14el Hy-Gain 12.1 15.5 
16el KLM 12.2 20.7 
16el F9FT 12.6 20.8 
lle] Lunar 12.9 17.3 
15el Cue Dee 13.3 21.3 
19el Cushcraft 13.5 22.0 
1531 Telrox 13.9 28.0 


Remember the ARRL VHF Contest on 09 and 10 June; see page 100 May “QsT”’ for 
details. The 10th SMIRK 6 meter Contest will be held from 00Z on 16 June until 00Z on 18 
June; call or write any SMIRK member for full details. 


PVA CORES T RADIO 

Skip was notified at deadline time that there is a 
PACKET RADIO PICNIC planned at Highland State Park 
betweem Avon Park & Sebring on June 10th. The exact 
location was not given. Suggest you use local repeaters 
for directions. 

The purpose of this picnic is to form a Statewide 
Packet Amateur Radio Council. Sorry but SKIP was not 
supplied with more details. 


New officers of the Palm Beach Amateur Radio Council: 
Back L_ to R: Sheridan Johnson WD4HAJ Treasurer; Nate 
Talbot WINXP, V.P. Central area: Bob Sikes KE4VR, E.C. 
P. B’ Co. Front L to R: Janet Numziato WA4HOD, V.P. 
North area; Manny Papandreas W4SS, Pres.; Rachel 
KE4VS, Secretary. Leon Katz K2EWB, incoming treasurer. 
Ray Jones KE4XM, V.P. South area and Herb Schall 


N4AEM, V.P. not shown. ( Photo by Al WB4AID.) 


MORE ‘‘PACKET RACKET” TO BE HEARD 
By Bill Whitaker, WD4JKM 

It all started in February following an invitation to the Florida 
Amateur Digital Communications Association (FADCA) to givea 
program concerning Packet Radio at the Tropical Hamboree here 
in Miami. 

Program chairman Bill Whitaker, WD4JKM amidst criticism 
regarding not following the original intent of a “Computer Forum”’ 
invited Dwyn Reedy, W1BEL/4 and Ted Huf, K4NTA who provided 
a most interesting exhibit and program. They really sparked alot of 
genuine interest in this newest form of digital communications 
available to the Radio Amateur. 

Since that time Bill has been very active in promoting the mode. 
At the April meeting of the South Fla. FM Association he and John 
Rudnick, KB4WO presented a program ‘‘An Introduction to Packet 
Radio’ which was well received. Approximately a week later he 
again presented the program to the Dade Radio Club at the 
Museum of Science. 

Several Dade Radio Club members have ordered TAPR TNC 
boards and will be on the air shortly. One member, Bill Digby, 
NK&K, is already enjoying the mode and can be heard on the South 
Net Frequency of 145.010 MHz. 

The Dade Radio Club has decided to act as County Packet Radio 
Coordinator with final approval of ARPSC Planning Committee 
pending at this writing. They will be installing a dedicated “Digi- 
peater” within the next several weeks and offering programs and 

‘demos to all area Amateurs. 

If your group would like further information ona program/demo 
please contact Bill Whitaker, WD4JKM at 592-5360, ext. 126 Daily or 
223-5782 evenings after 8 P.M. 


ikes 


ARRL OFFICIAL VISITS SOUTH FLORIDA 


Mike Riley WF4R/1 newly appointed Assistant 
Communication Manager for the ARRL made a special 
trip to Miami, May 11 & 12 to gather information for 
his new Emergency Coordinator Work Book. He also 
visited other cities, such as Chicago, Seattle, Los Angeles, 
Dallas and others. 

Mike met with South Florida SEC W4SS, W4IYT 
EC Dade, K7LCA/4 EC for Broward, WB4HIS, WB4JNS, 
WV4A, WN4L and WD4ACJ members of the Dade County 
Amateur Radio Public Service Corps. Over 12 hours was 
spent in gathering ideas and how we do it in Palm Beach, 
Broward and Dade County. 

We were told this new Work book will be off the 
press later this year and available to all ECs throughout 
the United States. They will also be available thruo. gh 
the SEC’s. Details on this later. 
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MANUFACTURER: Fa) AZDEN | JAPAN PIEZO co., LTD. 
Lad No. 12-17, 1-cho"e Kami-Renjaku, Mitaka, Tokyo. Japan, Telex: 781-2822452 


8 MHZ COVERAGE ° 142 to 449.995 MHz in 5 kHz steps, including CAP and 


MARS. 
(DEAL SIZE & WEIGHT DISTRIBUTION ¢ 7.3” high by 9.5” wide by 1.8” 
deep; 1.4 Ibs. 


MICROCOMPUTER CONTROL « All frequency operations are done by 
means of a microcomputer keyboard with acquisition tone. 

LCD DISPLAY WITH TIMED LAMP « Draws almost no current. Lamp 
times out automatically after 20 seconds. 

16 KEY AUTOPATCH « Keyboard works as a Touchtone® pad while 
transmitting. 

PL TONE SWITCH « Actuates optional subaudible tone module. 
PROGRAMMABLE “ODD SPLITS” ¢ Transmit and receive on any 


possible frequency combination. Reset in seconds. 


9 CHANNEL MEMORY WITH SCAN « Eight addressable channels and 


one externally accessible up/down channel retain frequency and standard offset. 
Backup drain is a scant 10 microamps! 


AUTOMATIC INCLUSIVE OR EXCLUSIVE PROGRAMMABLE 


BAND SCAN e Limits may be reset in seconds. Scans either inside or 
outside the limits. 


BUSY AND VACANT SCAN MODES « Scan for either an occupied or 
empty frequency. 

KEYBOARD LOCK « Prevents accidental change of frequency or scan status. 
TRANSMIT LOCK © Avoids unintentional transmission. 

DIGITAL S/RF AND MEMORY ADDRESS METER « Shows 


relative signal strength on receive, relative power on transmit. Also shows 
memory address. 


HIGH OR LOW POWER « 3 watts high, 1 watt low. Low power is 


continuously adjustable from 0.5 to 3 watts. 


TRUE FM °@ Not phase modulation — Unparalleled audio quality. 
AUTOMATIC FRONT END TUNING « RF stage is varactor tuned for 
superior sensitivity and selectivity. 

RUGGED COMMERCIAL-GRADE MODULAR CONSTRUCTION 
The PCS-300 is built to take years of the toughest operating conditions. 
SUPERIOR RECEIVER ° Sensitivity 's 0.25 uV for 20 dB quieting, 

0.2 uV for 12 dB SINAD. 

BNC ANTENNA CONNECTOR ° 

STANDARD ACCESSORIES ¢ Heavy duty NICAD battery pack (500 


mAh), belt clip, hand strap connector, flexible rubber antenna, earphone, 
ac charging unit, and special stand for table-top operation. 


OPTIONAL ACCESSORIES © Deluxe leather case, mobile de 


charging cord, external speaker/microphone, and PL tone module. 


azis jenn” umous 


EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR AMATEUR-WHOLESALE ELECTRONICS, INC. 
8817 S.W. 129 Terrace, Miami, Florida 33176 Telephone (305) 233-3631 Telex: 80-3356 Toll-free (800) 327-3102 
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WANTED: 


ATLAS 210X digital freq. readout. Andy Clark W4IYT, 
41 Lenape 


Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874 evenings. 


Have inherated a angient vacuum tube volt ohm meter. Want copies 
of either the owners manual or service manual. Made by Electronics 
Designers, Inc. Model 100. Irvington or Hudson, New York. George 
H. Gaul K4FCJ, 4904 - 92 St., West Coral Blvd., Bradenton, FL 
33507 813 792-3618. Schematic would be acceptable. 


SOUR ROOT STOCK: The black-haired young man was asked if 
he was a full-blooded Indian. A bit weary of hearing this question, 
he replied: ‘’ No, actually I’m not. I’ve just come from the Blood- 
mobile, and I’m one pint short.” Tks WB4YTL. 


ESTATE SALE OF K4BBH. Swan 250C with power supply and 
external VFO $125. SWAN WM-6200 VHF watt-meter $30. Am- 
eco PT-2 preamplifier (1.8-54 MHz) $35. Cuschcraft 5 element 6 
meter beam $10. Cushcraft DX-120 2 meter beam $40. No shipp- 
ing, must be picked up at 110 Sandra Blvd., Sebring, FL. 33852 
phone 813-385-7494 or contact Harry H. Mottinger K4ZNB phone 
813 465-4199. 


SELL: KENWOOD TR2500 2M, belt clip, a.c. charger, SMC-25 
speaker mike, iwid1 mobile stand with charger, 2M mag. mount 
ant. extra rubber duck, manuais, almost new $300. Microcraft 
code reader - 8 character, manual, used very little $100. Jack 
Marino K4FAQ, 4495 N.W. 17th Ave. Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309 
305 771-6819. 


WANTED: TENTEC 208 A notich/150 Hz c.w. filter for 515 with 
manual. Morton Berger K4JIL, 3051 NW 46 Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL 33313 305 735-9137. 


MUST SELL’ Rohn steel tower 28 foot $100. Max Strotz, 2663 
NW 64th Ave., Margate, FL 33063 305 971-7180. WD4LWU. 


WANTED: Reasonably priced CES simplex smart patch or similar, 
also a 2, 10, 6, 220 or 440 HT or mobile. Crystal or synth, 
priced right, broken ok. Trying to get on VHF/UHF cheap. Pre- 
fer remote head mounting, like AZDEN or Yaesu FT. 720RU. 
Gary WD4IPL, 1025 Meadolark, Merritt Island, FL 32953 305- 
452-2792. Evenings only. 


A DEAL: Butternut HF6V 10-80M ground plane antenna including 
roof mount and tuned radials. Worked 80/40M DXCC with this 
GEM. Only $88. pick-up only. Bill Fells W50G, 6857 Broadmoor 
No. Lauderdale, FL 33068 305 972-860). i 


FOR SALE: HOME BREW 1kW 80-IOM amp. Built with finest 
parts. Standard Rack mount. $100. SBE-144 2M 12 chnl, 12W 
loaded with std rptr xtals, $90..BENDIX R F POWER & VSWR 
meter, Imp. 52 ohms freq. .5 - 225 Mhz power 0-100 & O-1000 
W output $60. W2AU Balun & Lightning Arrester Mod. 1-1 new 
in box $12. J.C. Penney Cassett Player/recorder. Orig cost $158. 
Has Recorder indicator, Battery/record meter, Condenser mic, Pause, 
remote mike & spkr, tape counter, their best. asking $50. All 
above plus UPS shipping. Andy Clark W4lYT, 41 Lenape Dr. Mia- 
mi Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. Evenings ONLY! 1! work 
for a living again!! 


PLEASE NOTE: ALL HAMBARS ARE $2.00 MINIMUM, 5 CENTS A 
WORD OVER FORTY WORDS. SEE RATE CARD INFO FOR 
MORE DETAILS ON OTHER DISPLAY ADS. THANKS. EDITOR. 


AMATEUR EQUIPMENT PUBLISHED 
IF YOU ARE A MEM- 
items have been recovered 


NOTICE: ALL STOLEN 
FREE IN THIS COLUMN REGARDLESS 
BER OR NOT. Editor. Note: Many 
via this column. 


WANTED: National 6 meter, 2 meter and 220 meter converters 
for NC-300 National Ham-band receiver. Bill Shisler W3DHN, 407 
Harbor Dr., Annapolis, MD 21403 Home 301 765-4966 work 


765-6078. 


SNOWBIROS!! 
PLEASE BE SURE TO LET US KNOW WHEN YOU LEAVE 
FOR THE NORTH SO YOU WILL NOT MISS ANY ISSUES 
OF “SKIPS: MANY THANKS! BETTY CLARK W4GGQ. 


EEE 


FOR SALE: Color and B&W TV sets. Some work some need 
repair. Need the room. $20. each. Andy Clark W41YT, 41 Lenape 
Drive., Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874 after 7 p.m. 


Rais eaiNio 2 ON 


ALL STOLEN equipment is published FREE IN 


REMEMBER: 
Give S/N and full details. Editor..... 


HAMBAR COLUMNS. 


NOTICE HAMBAR USERS ! ! PLEASE GIVE YOUR CALL 
LETTERS, NAME & COMPLETE MAILING ADDRESS, AREA 
CODE WITH YOUR PHONE NUMBER: THIS WILL ALLOW 
THE BUYER TO CONTACT YOU QUICKLY. ALL ADS ARE 
CANCELLED AFTER THEY APPEAR. DO NOT REQUEST 
A RERUN FOR 2 OR 2 MONTHS! ! RESUBMIT AD EACH 
MONTH: FOR ONLY 5 EENTS A WORD, WE CAN NOT 
AFFORD A BOOKKEEPER. MANY THANKSG......6 D1 TOR 


FOR SALE: BLB ELECTRONICS Freq-multiplier, 144-147MHz 
with instruction manual $20. COAX: New RG59U .10 per foot. 
Various lengths of RG8/U some with PL259’s .15 cents per foot. 
100 foot no. 12 copper antenna wire $9. Soli-Tron solid state 
12V 8A. battery charger $15. All plus UPS. Andy Clark W41YT 
41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874 after 6om. 


FOR SALE: QSTs 1976 & 78 complete. Ham Radio 76-77 com- 
plete. $3. each year. Pick-up or add $5.00 for UPS USA. 1650 ft. 
GR5B/U 50 Ohm double silver shielded $23. Plus UPS. Andy 

Clark W4IYT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, fl 33166 305 888-3874. 


TWO METER REPEATER MAP 1S OFF THE PRESS. 
ae 2 meter map, edited by Bill Tucker W4FXE is now available 
till only 25 cents with business-size (No 10’) self address stamped 


e nvel : i i iami 
sty reaped sonal to: MAP, Florida Skip, Box 501, Miami Springs, 
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Latest-up-to 
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FREE NATIONAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS 
INFORMATION 
We have all listened to WWV at one time or another, usually to set 
our watches and ham shack clocks. But do you know what the other _ 
services offered by WWV are? There are satellite time signals, 


BCD time codes, Digital Frame Synchronizers and many other 
services. 


A FREE color bulletin is available. Send your request to: 
National Bureau of Standards, Radio Station WWV, 2000 East 
County Rd. 58, Fort Collins, CO 80524. Ask for a copy of NBS Special 
Publication No. 432. Its FREE and its your tax money paying for it! 


—Submitted by Carl, AA4MI 


Letters Avge 

I’m delighted that I can get this notice out to you well in advance of the event. We would 
be most grateful if you could publish this item in your September issue. 

Our sincere thanks. 


73, 

Bill Willmot, K4TF 
Special Event Coordinator 
1630 Venus St., 

Merritt Island, FL 32953 


Dear Andy, 

Reference your letter from Milton Levy (May ’84) about the whereabouts of Hi-Tek. Bob 
Nemeth (WD4MKZ) and XYL Pat (KA4CEZ) opened Hi-Tek in Fort Walton Beach about 
the Ist of October, 1983. The local ham community welcomed them and they joined the 
Playground Amateur Radio Club. I too took equipment to them for repair and experienced 
problems. By early November it became obvious that they were having problems and 
closed the business location and started operations from their home. By mid-November 
they told local hams that there was an illness in the family and they needed to return to 
Tennessee for a few days. They called one local ham and advised that they would return 
the next weekend. On Monday following, approximately November 21, I went to their 
residence address and found it empty. They had come back to town sometime earlier and 
cleaned out their belongings. On Saturday night late or early Sunday morning they had 
dumped all of the equipment belonging to local hams on the front step of one local ham 
with no note or explanation. 

We understand that several local business firms have tried to locate them without 
success. To my knowledge no local hams have heard from them since then. 

Such actions give all of us a black eye and has reflected poorly on what is known as a 
very active and fine community of hams. We hope that all will eventually have their 
property returned or be compensated in some form. 


73, 
Hud Huddleston, KF4BU 
Treas., Playground Amateur Radio Club, FWB, Florida 


Dear Andy, a lpee 
I Brie heare an article for your fine publication. My purpose for doing it is to 
educate the Florida Amateur Radio operators to a benefit whichis availabletothem. _ 
There have been many new licensees in our state and many do not know how to obtain 
their automobile license tags without a big hassle. 
Secondly, I hope that many will take advantage of this offer because there have been 
many hours spent by other hams who would not want to lose this benefit. ; ; 
Finally, I’ve received quite a few calls about how to proceed but many hams just don’t 
know and are afraid of the bureaucratic paperwork involved. 
Thanks for helping out the hams of Florida and will look for you at the next hamfest. 


With kindest regards, ; 
Carl S. Zelich, AA4MI 


(EDITOR’S NOTE: SEE “SIMPLIFIED APPROACH TO OBTAINING AMATEUR 
RADIO LICENSE TAG” ELSEWHERE. . .( 
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ROTTEN RADIO 

Today the Challenger flew again. The people on board are all 
Supermen. The work they are doing will benefit all mankind. 

I saw the captured German V2 rocket experiment back in 1952. It 
took twenty minutes to fall. The height was equal to one-half the 
accelleration due to gravity multiplied by the square of the time. 
That calculates to 750 miles high. I was in the shower, covered with 
soap, looking out the bathroom window. Never mind, I had a 
competent observer with bincoulars in the back yard, relaying 
information. 

Since that time I saw many experimental rockets sent down the 
missile range over the Caribbean Islands. Most were preceded by a 
beautiful halo, the result of ionization of hydrogen, a pretty pink. 

In the early days of manned space flight, I found the NASA round- 
the-world net on 10.6 MCS, and I was listening the night that a 
hydrogen tank &kploded in the power module, while the Supermen 
were on their way to the Moon. I stayed up all night, listening to the 
‘Supermen on the ground advising how to survive and return to 
Earth. You have to utilize the oxygen and water in the LEM, and 
adapt a way to use it in the command capsule. It took forty-five 
minutes to get a reading on the temperature of the water in the 
LEM so it could be utilized before freezing. You have to utilize the 
lithium crystals in the LEM to purify the air in the command 
capsule, hand making a container out of the covers on the in- 
struction manuals, sticking them together with ‘‘gray tape’’, which 
we now know as “‘duct tape.” 

Today, the Goddard Space Center Amateur Radio Club is allowed 
to re-transmit the communications with the astronauts on 14.295 
Mcs, and I can listen continuously. However, there is still some 
ROTTEN RADIO going on. There must be thousands of guys like 
me that want to hear the live communications of the astronauts. 
The TV media seems to be unaware of the interest of the public. 
The classic example was Walter Kronkite saying, ‘‘the voice in the 
background is the astronaut saying something important, and you 
can’t hear him because of the drivel Iam saying.”’ 


Today, two hours after ‘lift-off, I was listening to the Goddard 


Radio Club Station relay, when some jerk came up on 14295, at- 
tempting to call a friend on schedule. He was advised by other 
listeners that he was interferring with the shuttle relay. He spent 
five minutes arguing that he had a right to use any frequency he 
wanted to, and of course he is correct. However, it is ROTTEN 
RADIO when someone refuses to cooperate with the things other 
people are doing. Well, he agreed to move off six hundred KC 
higher, and spent quite a long time, saying that Aunt Mary had a 
nice visit, splattering the astronauts all the while. ROTTEN 
RADIO. ; 

ta OE AA a Gee Sr ee 
Fegm:.tront, pagese. Gil. 2. cuia Gini norte 

Step 5. O.K, so far so good. Now complete the form DHSMV-V- 
AR-CB but DO NOT SIGN IT. There is nothing tricky about this 
form but PRINT CLEARLY otherwise you may never get out of the 
computers of the motor vehicle dept. Everything must be accurate. 

Step 6. Now go back into the office to a clerk, smile, and ask the 
clerk to notorize your signature on the form. It will be signed, dated 
and stamped. ; 

Step 7. Make a photocopy of this notorized form for your files. 

Step 8. Now you must obtain a check for the total of your 
registration — in my case $25.25 (normal registration) plus $5.00 
(one-time ham plate cost) plus $1.10 (for mailing plates to you). 
Note: the form which you had notarized says to enclose $1.00 for 
mailing. Ignore this because the mailing rates have changed since 
the form was printed. 

Step 9. Assemble a package of the following items: 

Florida Motor Vehicle form DHSMV-V-AR-CB completed and 
notarized; 

Photocopy of Amateur Radio License; 

Photocopy of current Florida Vehicle Registration Certificate; 

Photocopy of your Driver’s License and your check. Send this to 
the STATE OF FLORIDA, DEPT. OF HIGHWAY SAFETY & 
MOTOR, VEHICLES, DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES, NEIL 
KIRKMAN BLDG., TALLAHASSEE, F'L 32304. 

Step 10. Wait. . . wait. . . be patient while your plates are made. 

Step 11. If you have performed as instructed your new plates 
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Florida Skip on the alr — 
during your next QSO, Florida Skip is designed for the Fila. 
Amateur. Buy from our advertisers, they help pay all the bills. 


SAY OM, HOW ABOUT “Talking UP” 


THE ATLANTA HAMFEST 
The Atlanta Civic Center 
June 16 & 17, 1984 
Please Come! 

Make your travel plans include Atlanta in June for YL activities 
extraordinary! ! This year’s Atlanta Hamfest, which will be held on 
June 16 & 17 at the Atlanta Civic Center, will include the second 
annual YL Forum — WOMEN IN AMATEUR RADIO. The forum 
will feature NY4H, Marty Silver, Vice President of the YLRL; and 
WB4NDX, Sally Guthrie, DX’er and Contester. Martha Henson, 
WN4FVU, will report on their February attempt to operate 
amateur radio from Niger (5U). There will also be a preview on the 
1985 YLRL Convention and a report on the Washington Convention 
by WD4NKP, Martha King, and K4AOH, Dot Bedford. Hamfest 
activities will also include a YLRL booth with at least 3 YLRL 
Officers present: Vice Presidnet NY4H, Secretary WD4U, and 4th 
District Chairman WI4K. Plans include a luncheon atop Atlanta’s 
tallest hotel. This is a great way for the out-of-town YL’s to meet 
the local ladies. Please drop us a note to be included in the luncheon 
plans: P.O. Box 76783, Atlanta, GA 30358. See you in Atlanta! ! 
FLORIDA REPEATER MAP 

The only one of its kind. The third edition of the Florida 2 
meter repeater map is off the press! A beautiful job by 
Editor, Bill Tucker, W4F‘XE. Each city has its own box with 
frequencies listed therein. There is another list by frequency 
along the side. Map is printed on 11 x 17 inches, black on light 
yellow, easy to read, 20 pound bond paper. We are keeping 
price down to only 25 cents each with your No. 10 (business 
size) envelope self addressed and stamped. Send to: Map, 
Florida Skip, Box 501, Miami Springs, F'L 33266. 


GAINESVILLE MARCH OF DIMES 
Walt Johnson, W4TKE 

In March the March of Dimes Walkamerica’ was held 
here in Gainesville. It was 30KM long. GARS handled 
the communications on 22-82 repeater with 8 points. A . 
job well done goes to KA4WNU, KA4NNS, W4KFA, N4- 
CUF, W4JKE, N4EC, NF40, WA4UFO, KA4DSV, WD4GOR, 
a an KF4TT, W4TKE, and WA4HOC security for the 

alk, 


arrive. HOORAY! When the new plate arrives, you must return 
your current plate from your vehicle to the tag agency. There you 
will apply for a refund on the unused portion of your old plate. You 
cannot have 2 plates for the same vehicle. 

Step 12. Enjoy your new ham tags. When you see AA4MI drive by, 
give a wave and maybe we can have a cup of coffee. 73’s. Special 
thanks to Jim Kneeland, W4MFH, and Bill Richards, WB4WYG. 


LATE CORRECTION: Step 2...add ‘Your auto insurance 
card & Florida Driver’s License BEF etc. Step ; 
mateur Kadio License, automobile insurance card Photo- 


copy of....” etc. AA4MI says -- sorry about that... 


